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We spoke on the telephone about the definition 
of the words “recent events" in the stat made by 
the Prime ister in the House of Commons on February 5 
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Many thanks for your letter of 28th March about the 
definition of the words "recent events" in Egypt. It is most 
helpful to have this information. As I explained, we want it 
simply for internal purposes so that we can have a date for 
people to work on so that any applicants who left Egypt before that 
date may be referred to a senior officer before a decision is taken 
as to their eligibility for help. We egmr-appreciate that some 
people who left before 1st August, 1956, may be regarded as having 
been compelled to leave Egypt as a result of recent events. 


I am sending a copy of this letter to Peterson. 


J 


AFRICAN DEPARTMENT 


Dated Fo, 


Received in R 2 4961 


Registry— ‘Ng 


References to former relevant papers 


eS 


(How disposed of) 


completed) (os) 


g ine 
MK. i 
5/b. | yey 


References to later relevant papers 


EGYPT 


M4360 50977—5 


KEY G@ Ce) 


Dd 
Vig bze hha. ‘a (A 
Yr. 


(lun—A 


ly 
elise, 


ZA, : ets $11 


Ee. ) a — 


yn 4 ee alin, 


ey ee iA~, J —_s Ly ae | 


Ue at 


iy 
ee Oe 


i—_ 


pe a 


Bee Leth eT 


br—€A fet Boa eA. i 


ane A> Ir, York HA 
eee Cy KY eae Newry le 
Loy Yous Dea Lawn ug 
POLS 6 oor =F 4 eee 68 Ca 4 naa 7 

V 


A 
oe —L a VLC 5 A 


Ine ¢¢ ee esa a le 
Prose p-4 Re se i a 4 
Juri. Lan eee 
Lo Gs ES Satan nate 


— 
l- ~rAir, S 


(ora 


J | 
AFRICAN DEPARTMENT | Je (3 oe) fi 


Swe 


BRITISH EVACUEES FROM EGYPT 
i) 


a oh ee Pag Ip CS <3 Dhl: 


- UY 
Dated (, f / Rene Moment Rowral pumiceale the 


Reset h Sreamury otyiclime te fayrmrerLe 
PR 4 4057 Agana t Cqyphan pee 


MINUTES 


DO. 17 Retirren, tome pace, b Pll Rlroles it 


OF. minute 47 foolfrey , 1 /y. 
be 


References to former relevant papers 


References to later relevant papers 


M4360 50977—5 


SECRETARY 


| 
b 


British Evacuees from Egypt 


ite, Flay A sets out the present provisions for 


helping British subjects expelled from Egypt. 
es The most important recent extensions of these 
provisions are: 

(a) Non-governmental pensioners as well as 
pensioners of the Egyptian Government have 
come within the responsibility of the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board. 

The British officials displaced in 195} come 

within the Board's responsibility in cases of 

hardship. 

Evacuees from Port Said who brought out 

Egyptian currency can get this exchanged at 

par by the Foreign Office if they can produce 

the Consul's certificate showing the amount 

held by them when evacuated. 
3. The Government have undertaken to consider whether 
advances could be made to individuals against 
established claims for assets lost in Egypt. A 
decision has been deferred until the Foreign Office 
has completed the tabulation of claims. 

The present position regarding the progress of 

this work is set out at Flag B. it is expected that 


a rough estimate of the total assets claimed can be 


/made 


made in about two weeks, although it will probably take 


at least six weeks to complete the detailed tabulation. 


4. The Treasury have already made it clear that they 


oppose a scheme for making advances against assets claimed. 
Their main objections are as follows: 

(a) It will be a breach of a well established 
principle that advances are not made when British 
citizens have claims against foreign governments. 
They foresee difficulties with regard to the 
assets of the Baltic States, etc. 

It will prejudice negotiations for a financial 
settlement with Egypt,and if Egypt finally 
refuses to make restitution Her Majesty's 
Government could not avoid making payments up 

to the full value of property claimed. 

It would be difficult to draw the line at 
individuals and pressure would increase for 
similar treatment to be given to commercial firms. 

(ad) It will be impossible to establish the accuracy 
of the individuals' statements of their assets. 

5. These arguments have some force if you assume that 
the case of the British refugees from Egypt is broadly 
similar to a number of other cases in our history when 
British citizens have suffered at the hands of foreign 
governments. My view is that this is a quite 
exceptional set of circumstances in that British subjects 
have been deprived of their property and have suffered 
losses owing to action initiated by the British 


/Governme nt. 


Government. It is for this reason that the moral 
responsibility of the Government amounts to a debt of 
honour which must be discharged. 

Viewed in this light none of the Treasury 
objections are conclusive but I doubt whether the 
Cabinet will be prepared to come to any conclusion 
until at least the majority of claims have been 
tabulated and the size of the problem more precisely 
known. I suggest therefore that we prepare to press 
for advances to be made when the time comes but we 
should also consider the possibility of not tying these 
to assets claimed. 

At the moment the xesettlement Board is authorised 
to make, in addition to all the normal allowances which 
may amount to £600, a further grant of #400 to assist 
in the purchase of a small business."Where exceptionally 
the Board feel that there is a case for a larger grant, 
the approval of the Secretary of State should be sought". 
This is a formula capable of fairly wide interpretation 
and indeed of exploitation (in a military sense) and if 
there is continued opposition to the idea of advances 
matched against uncertain assets, we might achieve our 


objective by this means. — 
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April 1, 1957. 


Copies to: 


Lord Gosford 
Mr Godfrey 


/ Home Orrice 
WHITEHALL : S.W.I 


Dear Rhodes, 


I enclose a copy of two memoranda which 
have been sent to the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement 
Board setting out the limits within which they 
are authorised to assist British subjects from 
Egypt. These are intended as background 
informetion for the Foreign Secretary and it 
is not desirable that any specific reference 
should be made to the rates of payment which 
have been authorised. 


I also enclose a short paragraph explaining 
what the Board is doing, which was prepared for 
possible use in the Debate in the House of Lords 
last week but was not used. If there is any 
reference to the Resettlement Board in the 
Debate this afternoon a short referénce on the 
lines of this paragraph might be appropriate. 


Yours sincerely, 
Dn eee 
rslaton 


P. A. Rhodes, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 


RECEIVED IN GB. 


BENT TO OBPT, 


The Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board has now taken over 
all arrengements for the relief of distress among British 
subjects from Egypt. It is authorised to ru hostels, to 
make weekly payments to those not in hostels and to make 
advances to meet school and miversity fees up to the end 
of this academic year in those cases where commitments were 
incurred before the recent events in Egypt; it is helping 
those who wish to emigrate to other countries (end has already 
assisted 115 emigrants) and is able to assist those who wish 
to settle in this country by paying a range of resettlement 
grants to cover, for example, part of the cost of buying a 
house and furnishing it, and by making modest grants and loans 
to establish people in businesses. It is in close consulta- 
tion with the Ministry of Labour, who heve been able to place 


nearly 600 people in work so far. In addition it is authorised 
to make advances to former pensioners of the Egyptian 
Government, if necessary up to the full amount of the pension 
due, until arrangements are made for the Egyptian Government 

to discharge its contractual obligations, and it has got into 
touch with some 350 pensioners for this purpose. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RESETTLEMENT BOARD 
Memorandum for the guidance of the Board 


The purpose of this memorandum is to provide guidance for 


the Board as to the objects for which the Board is authorised to 


incur expenditure from the funds provided by the Government for 
the purpose of assisting British subjects who have come to the 
United Kingdom as a result of recent events in Egypt and are in 
need. It is the intention tmt the Board should havea wide 
discretion to deal with individual cases on their merits, but if 
the Board consider it desirable to adopt a general principle 
which would be likely to involve a considerable increase in the 
expenditure of Government funds, they should seek authority 
from the Secretary of State for doing so, 
41. Hostels 

As soon as arrangements can be made for taking over the 
hostels now managed by the National Assistance Board, the Board 
will be responsible for supervising the running of all hostels 
end for controlling and meeting expenditure incurred by 
voluntary bodies in connection with their operation. The 
acquisition, equipment and furnishing of hostels will be the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Works, and the Ministry of 
Supply will be willing to supervise the catering arrangements 
at hostels on the Board's behalf, The provision of. equipment 
and the negotiation of contracts should, wherever possible, be 
done through these Government agencies, but where this is not 
possible the Board is authorised to incur necessary expenditure 
for supplies required at hostelse The general standard of 
accommodation and amenities provided at hostels should not be 
altered without approval. 

The Board is authorised to pay pocket-money allowances to 
residents in hostels, while in receipt of board and lodging, 


at the following rates:- 


42/- per week for persons over 16 years of age; 
5/- per week for persons under 16 years of age. 

When a British subject whose family is living in a: hostel 
‘obtains exployment, a weekly charge should be made on the following 
Bcale:= 

For a married couple £4 586 

For each child 

12 months or under Nil 

A 5 13s. 
B 1h 158. 6d. 

14 16 18s, Od. 

16 - 18 #1 6d. 
provided that where necessary the charge levied should be. reduced 
so as to leave the wage-earner with an earnings allowance of 40/= 
a week (aged 21 or over), 30/— (18 - 21) or 20/— (under 18) in 
addition to pocket-money allowances for the earner and his 


dependants at the rates given above. 


2. Domiciliary allowances 


The Board is authorised to pay allowances to persons resident 


outside hostels to such extent as may be necessary to meet their 
needs. Each individual case should be considered on its meritse 

Where a person has been in receipt of an allowance from the 
Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, the Board will no doubt wish to have 
regard to the amount of this allowance and is authorised to continue 
it, if necessary, at the present rate, pending a decision on the 
payment of any grant or loan for the purpose of resettlement. 
The Board may feel, after further consideration, that the rates 
of allowance authorised by the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society in 
certain cases should not be maintained indefinitely. 

It is suggested that, except in the type of case referred to 
above, the rate of allowance paid by the Board should not exceed 
&6 a week for a single person, £10 a week for a mrried man, and 


£1 a week for each child. 


In certain cases it may be desirable that persons resident 
in hostels should be given financial assistance to enable them 
to spend a period outside the hostels to attend personal inter- 
views with the object of securing employment. The Board is 
authorised to pay allowances in such circumstances to the person 
seeking employment, but not to his dependants, for such period as 
the Board may consider reasonable. The rate at which such pay- 
ments should be made should not exceed the rate of £6 a week, 
3e Loans and grants 

The Board is authorised to make grants or loans in appropriatg¢ 


cases and in particular for the following purposes:- 


(a) Educational commitments 


The Board is authorised to make advances to parents 
for the payment of school and university fees up to the 
end of the current academic year, provided that a 
commitment has already been incurred for these fees. 
Wherever possible, advances should be made in the form 
of a loan on an undertaking to repay. Any undertaking 
to repay should be expressed as to the Board or to the 
Exchequer, 

(>) Emigration 

The Board is authorised to pay the reasonable cost 
of passages for British subjects who have secured 
permission to emigrate to a Commonwealth or foreign 
country, 

Baggage 

The Board is authorised to pay the costs of trans- 
porting from Egypt the personal effects of British subjects 
Pensioners of the former Egyptian Government 

The Board is authorised, for the present, to make 
advances, as may be necessary, to former pensioners of 
the Egyptian Government up to the full amount of the 


pension due. 


(e) Grants for resettlement 
It is proposed that the Board should be authorised to 
make grants or loans to enable British subjects to start a 
new life in this country. Detailed guidance as to the extent 
of the authority given to the Board will be furnished as soon 
as possible, 
4. Duration. of payments 
As a general principle British subjects should cease to be 
eligible for assistance from the Board once they have been absorbed 
“an the country's economy, This stage might be regarded as having 
been reached on a person has secured regular employment and has 
remained in it for more than three months, or when a resettlement 
grant has been neces If such a person were later to become 
unemployed, he would have to apply for national assistance on the 
ordinary scales, 
The Board is, however, authorised to pay allowances at the 


normal family allowance rate for all children of persons resident 


outside hostels who are in employment, until the mother becomes 


eligible for family allowances, 
5. Administrative expenses 


The Board is authorised to incur necessary administrative 
expenses in the discharge of its functions and to reimburse 
voluntary societies for any expenses incurred by them as agents of 
the Board, ; 

G5 Accounts 
The Boara shall maintain proper accounts, which will be subject 


to examination by the Comptroller and Auditor General. 


Authority for the payment of grants at the rates set out below is given on 
the assumption that payments by the Board will be related to individual needs. 
The figures for eech clase of payment shoulé accordingly be regarded as maxima, 

with the exesption of the personal allowgposs, which it ie suggested should be 
paid at a fixed rate because of the practical difficulty and undesirability of 
investigating an individual's personel needa. 


Pereonal allowance 
e The Board is authorised to make grante,for the purpose of previding clothing 

and personal effects, at the following rate:- 
Yor each person over 15 years of age Es) 
Yer each person under 1§ years of age £25 
up to @ maxim of £200 for any one family 
of edults (or married couple) and dependent 
ohildren. 

oda tion a 


The Board is antherised to make a grant of up to £400 to cover a deposit 
to a building society ana legal fees in suitable cases, where they are satisfied 


that the epplicant could subsequently maintain mortgage paymentne 


Furnishing allowance 
The Beard ie ahthorised to make payments for the furnishing of accommodation 


ap follows:= 

(4) Yor accomodation in a whole house or half « house: 
£280 for Ciret two adults (e.g- man and wife, or widow 
and her mother) or for a single adult with one ohild; 
plus £50 for cach additional adult ami £20 for each 
additional child; 
up tc a maximum of £350 for each family. 

(44) Por secommodation in one or two rooms only: 
& maximum of £160, 

(444) Por furnished sccommodetion: 


£30 for a single person 
£50 for a married couple or family. 


Allowanos for professiona} squipzent and tools 
The Board is authorised to make payments in appropriate cases, up te a 


maximus of £100, for the provision of such equipment as a professional man or 
erafteman may need to enable him to take up hia accustomed occupation in this 
country. 


Allowances for establishment of small businesses 
The Board is sathorised,in canes where this appears to offer the best 


ohance of resettling a refugee, to make, in addition to the payments recomended 8 


above, a grant of up to 4400 to assist in the purchase of 2 small business. 


¥here exceptionally the ~eit feel thet there is « case for a larger grant, the 


approwi of the £ nereiany of 2 State ghoula be sought. 


Sts OE EBL 8 


Registration of British propert 


Forms have now been sent out to a total of 
3062 individuals and firms with property in Egypt 
or who have claims outstanding against Egypt in 
respect of goods. The number of forms received 
back is 965 from private individuals and business 
firms and 296 from exporters, and tabulation has 
been made in respect of 885 statements from private 
individuals and business firms and 215 claims from 
exporters. New applications to file details are 
falling away. Only about 143 from private 
individuals and business firms were received last 
week, 


Be In addition to the above, it is expected that 
we shall receive 200 or 300 more statements through 
the British Chamber of Commerce and possibly even 
more, whilst we expect to receive about 600 through 
the War Office in due course, representing the 
staff of the Suez Contractors. 


C 
LA. Seep, | 


(W. Godfrey) 
April 1, 1957. 
Mr. Rhodes 
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With the compliments 4 
of 
Mr. de Zulueta 


10, Downing Street, 
Whitehall. 


April 4,. 1957. 


10, Downing Street, 
Whitehall. 
April 4, 1957. 


Dear Miles, 

Thank you for your letter and for writing 
to set out your views. T am, however, sorry to 
read that you are Still very dissatisfied with 
what the Government is doing for the British 
subjects who were thrown out of Egypt. 

I can assure you that my colleagues and T 
have given a great deal of thought to this problem 
and are deeply concerned about the widespread 
hardship which the Egyptian Government has caused. 
Tt was because we were so deeply troubled about 
the position that we set up the Resettlement Board 
under. Lord Colyton, Where, as in the case of the 
Egyptian pound notes brought out of Port Said, we 
can meet a need we have, I hope, shown that we are 
prepared to do so, 


Compensation for lost assets raises, however, 


a number of difficult problems, not least from the 


es a= 


point of view of the unfortunate people concerned 
and their prospects of securing restitution from 
the Egyptian Government. As the Chancellor ofthe 
Exchequer explained when he Saw you, and as was 
repeated by Lord Salisbury in the Lords' Debate last 
week, the first task is to secure a statement of 
the claims and to analyse them. Until we know 
the full facts and have considered urgently there- 
after what policy to pursue, we cannot begin: to 
take measures which might well prejudice the future 
course of difficult negotiations. 

I am sorry that you were not satisfied with 
our assurances last week and felt obliged to divide 
the House of Lords. Tf T thought that any useful 
purpose would be served by discussing the matter 
with you at this stage, I should not hesitate to 
make the time available, because of the importance 
of the subject; but our respective points of view 
have been tthoroughly aired and IT remain convinced 


that the first and urgent step is to get on as 


quickly as possible with the receipt and analysis 


mic Re 


of claims. Until that is done, TI do not. consider 
that discussion would serve any useful purpose. 
Yours ever, 


(Sgd. ) HAROLD MACMTLLAN 


The Rt. Hon. Lord Killearn, G.C.M.G., C.B., M.V.0O. 
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(Founded in 1935) 
B oe Patron: The Rt. Hon. Lord Lloyd of Dolobran 


et 
ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AID SOCIETY J z\y/2 
| / 


Chairman: Hon. Treasurer : 5 YORK TERRACE, 
R. CLARE MARTIN R. R. BREWIS, M.B.E., M.C., C.A. REGENT'S PARK, 


Hon. Secretary: Asst. Hon. Treasurer : LONDON, N.W.1 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 


Letter 


To:= 


R. crarelertin, 
Esq., 
Chairman, 
Anglo-Egyptian 
Aid Society, 

5 York Terrace 
Recent's Pk., 
NeW.1. 


RECEIVS® 
DIVISION 


ZI APR 1957 


| 


of w 


bal Pee loaPro - Oete eh 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Lloyd to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th of April, 1957 and to apologise for mts 
ee te ee ee the activities of your 
Society. lte-one—would—be—n0-e—disappointed—tha 
Mn. Lleyd—it-your-Soctety—in-fact ceased giving 


ite ottemesve and valuable services"for which, 


as you somnighily Bay, there will be real need 


for a long time-to come. Sige this 
—— 
ineavertence—heas—not—caused your-Society—Tague 


@ s8 1613/70 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
SeWete 
April 2h, 1957. 
sir, 


I am directed by Me. Secretary Lloyd to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
45th of April, 1957 and to apologise for the 
false information given about the activities of 
your Society. It is not clear how this mistake 
can have arisen, as all Departments of the 
Foreign Office concerned with Egyptian affairs 
are fully aware that your Society is continuing 
to give its extensive and valuable services; 
nevertheless, a Fs are being taken to a 
against any repetition of the error, which is 
much vegrettcd, 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


(Sajea) TF Redan 


R, Glare Martin, Esq ( 
Angio-Eayptien naa Society, 
5 York Terrace 
bark, 


Regent 's 
Ne We tis 
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Sth April, 1957. 


Would you care to come and 
have a talk about specific cases in 
connection with the Resettlement Board, 


to which you referred at the Foreign 


Affairs meeting last Wednesday. 


IAN HARVEY 


(Ian Harvey) 


Peter Kirk, Esq., M.P. 


23 APR 1957 


(17+ Goxbteey\ 
Bouse of Commons, 3 
London, S..1 


llth April, 1957 


Dear Ian, 


Many thanks for yours of the 5th 
April, which I have only just had an opportunity 
of seeing on my return from the Konig nter 
Conference. 


Actually I have only had one case 
concerning the Resettlement Board, and that one 
has now been dealt with, but I was raising the 
matter at the Foreign Affairs meeting on behalf 
of Robert Chichester-Clark, who has, I understand, 
certain allegations against the Board which have 
been made to him by dissatisfied customers. 


I am therefore letting him know that 
you will be delighted to have a chat about this, 
and perhaps we could both come and see you fairly 
early one 


Yours sincerely, 


a 


Péter Kirk 


Ian Harvey, Esqe, MeP., 
Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 

LONDON, S.W.1e 


ve 


| Je rersinfs 


Mr. Harvey gave me the attached letters from Mr. 
H.M. Barker to Mr. Chichester-Clark on April 11 and asked 
that I should give him the answers to the points raised. 
Most of the guestions raised in the enclosures to these 
letters are really for the Home Office, since they relate 
to the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board and I am asking 
the Home Office to let me have replies. 


a Mr. Barker's main points appear to be that there are 
no arrangements whereby he may obtain @ grant or a loan 
against his assets in Egypt or Egyptian Government funds 
and that the assistance provided by the Anglo-Egyptian 
Resettlement Board is inadguate. He complains also 

that there is no provision of assistance for elderly 

people dependent upon dividends from Egypt end elso 

of the fact that school fees are only peid for one academic 
year by the Resettlement Board. 


3. As regards his complaint about advances agsinst assets, 
this is a point which has been discussed in the House of 
Lords on two occasions and so far H.M.G. have declined to 
come to any decision until the work of tebuleting the 
information regarding British property in Egypt hed been 
largely completed. Lord Salisbury stated the Government's 
position in the House of Lords on the 28th of March as being 
that it would look et this question of the possibility of 
edvances against assets when it had been able to establish 
the scope of the problem and that in the Government's 
consideration of the policy to be adopted a plan for 
advances would be carefully examined along with all others 
in the context of the general policy which the Government 
decided to follow. There are very strong objections of 
principie and practice to any such arrangement for advances 
and the Treasury is very strongly opposed to any such idea 
in view of the precedent it would create. There are also 
dangers to which Lord Salisbury drew attention in regard 

to any possible settlement with Egypt. Mr. Barker's case 
appesrs to be that H.M.G. is responsible for the loss of 
their assets, whereas of course it is the Egyptian Government. 


Us As regards loans against Egyptian Government funds it 
has been pointed out in the House of Commons on several 
occasions that any taking over of the Egyptian belances to 
pay out cleims for British property could only be done as 
part of a general settlement. To seize Egyptian assets 
here would destroy confidence in the United Kingdom's 
position as international bankers and would injure our 
credit whilst it would only add to Egypt's claims against 
us. 


BY Mr. Barker is of course inaccurate in saying that 
elderly people dependent on dividends do not receive any 
help. The criterion applied by the Anglo-Egyptian 
Resettlement Board es made clear in the Prime Minister's 
statement of February 5 and in subsequent debates in the 
House of Lords is need, and it is on the basis of need 
that the Resettlement Board is understood to make its 


/ grants 


grants. In the circumstances the previous standard 

of living is not relevant to the Board's consideration 
and if a person is not in need i.e. is earning an income, 
he would not appear to fall within the Board's terms of 
reference. 


6. The matter of school fees was raised in the House of 
Lords debate on the 28th of March. Lord Salisbury then 
promised to go further into the question of paying fees 
beyond the end of the academic year. 


Ww. Godfrey 


April 15, 1957. 


H.M, BARKER 
ONSLOW COURT HOTEL 
QUEEN'S GATE, 
SOUTH KENSINGTON, 

SWeve 


12th March, 
Dear Chichester-Clark, 


Many thanks for listening to me last night. 
I'm enclosing three lists setting out what I feel is 
most important. It is very difficult to get any 
accurate figures, so please treat these gently. 


With regard to sheet 'C', it is hard to see a 
way of helping all the different categories, But there 
is no doubt that a "“grant-in-aid" or a loan to be repaid 
when people can return to Egypt, or get compensation, is 
very urgent. Firstly to avoid hardship among the old, 
and secondly to give the younger people a chance of 
getting on their feet again, 


The chances of living in Egypt again for the vast 
majority are very small. Firstly because of the recent 
new laws against employment of foreigners and secondly 
because of the lack of reasonable schools for the foreign 
children, and, of course, many other ovbious reasons, 


I believe the idea of ther efugees in general is 
to press the Govt. for a grant or loan of up to £3000 
for those who can prove that they have lost £3000 or more, 
and any smaller sum should be msde good in full,-The cost 
is estimated at £7,500,000. 


The total losses by individuals in Egypt is 
estimated at about £70,000,000. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) Michael Barker, 


H.M. BARKER 
ONSLOW COURT HOTEL 


QUEEN'S GATE, 
SOUTH KENSINGTON, §.W.7 


29th March. 
Dear Chichester-Clark, 


In view of your interest in refugees, such as myself, 
I'm enclosing some notes on a visit I made to the famous 
or rather infamous "Resettlement" Board. (A definite 
mis-nomer). 


I've written the notes from a personal point of 
view but, of course, they apply equally to many others, 


The attitude of the Board appeared to be that 
because I am employed, they need not do anything. 


They completely ignore the costs of living in hotels 
and the capital expenditure in setting up of a home. 
Especially they ignore the fact that whereas a person's 
income after years of work was, say, £5000, he can only 
get a salary in a new job at best at £1000. 


One of the hardest things is that they will allow 
me nothing for Nanny's salary although I have no wife. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) Michael Barker. 


Notes after a visit to the Anglo-Ez tian 
"Resettlement" Board on 26th March. 


No possibility of obtaining a grant or loan against 
either one's own assets in Egypt or against Egyptian 
money held in England by the British Government. 


They appear not to be prepared to consider any retro- 
active help for living expenses, i.e. in my case no 
payments even considered for expenses in England from 
October to March, which was the time when I had no 
income in England whatsoever and now need some replace- 
ment to make good the use of my savings. 


Fair possibility of getting school fees paid for one 
year as I was committed to these before 31st October. 

(Amount involved about £100 and would be given 
purely as a loan). 


Extremely slight chance of getting a Clothing Grant. 
i.e. £50 for myself 
£25 for each child. 


But this is unliekly to be given to me because I am now | 
employed! \ 


Faint possibility of a loan of £400 towards BUYING 
a house, but nothing towards RENTING. 
The offer is therefore a waste of time as what 
refugee can comnit himself to buying a house, especially 
with only £400? 


The only offer towards LIVING expenses was 8/- (EIGHT 
SHILLINGS) "Family Allowance" per week. 

I considered this adding insult to injury. It is 
certainly a waste of tax-payers money to keep a man 
on the Board to tell people that. 


/7. 


No consideration of a person's previous 
standard of living is given. Even though proof 
could easily be obtained from the British 


Chamber of Commerce of Egypt now working in 
Léndon. 


No hope of receiving cash even under the small 
possibilities mentioned above for at least 
another two weeks, i.e. Mid-April although most 
refugees arrived in December. 


SUMMARY 


By no stretch of imagination can the Board be 
called: "Resettlement". 


Its object is only to keep peoplefrom starvation. 


The Government's statements that it will 
help would seem only to add the final humiliation 
to the already degrading position of being expelled 
from Egypt for holding a British Passport. 


® 


Total British Subjects in Egypt was 
less Cypriots whom the Egyptians 
consider as Greek 


Approximate number of Refugees 


Made up roughly as follows: 


ANGLO-SAXONS: 


i.e. Self-employed, employed by 
local companies, employed 
by British companies (such 
as Banks, Shell, Suez 
Contractors, etc.) 


MALTESE 


Say 1,500 Wage earners, 


Say 2,000 Wage earners, 


/Present Whereabouts 


Present Whereabouts 


Arrived in U.K. and in touch 
with Anglo Egyptian Aid Society or 
Resettlement Board 


Arrived in U.K. but not in touch 
with above 


Still in Egypt or gone to other 
countries 


about 


about 


about 


B. 


Treatment of British Subjects whose assets and means 
of livelihood have been seized by the Egyptians. 


1. 


Very poor Refugees 


Better class Refugee 
but little or no money 
in U.K, 


People with a little 
money _in U.K. 


Pensioners of the 
Egyptian Government 


Elderly people probably 
retired from a life of 
business in Egypt and and 
entirely siege aie tee on 
dividends from Egypt 


Sent to Camps. 

Given 12/6 a week as pocket 
money. Some help to find 
jobs. 


Given about £20 a week by 
Anglo-Egyptian-Aid Soc, 


No help given. 

(there are many complaints 
that the Aid Society is not 
differentiating correctly 
between "2" and "3"), 


British Government now 
begun these pensions. 


Cases needing immediate cash “grant-in-aid". (It is 
difficult to place these in any order of precedence.) 


Elderly people living in U.K. on money from 
Egypt. No hope of getting jobs. 


Older refugees (55 years and over), who have built 
up good incomes or who are due for indemnities from 
companies in Egypt. 


No hope of getting jobs. 
Refugees aged 0/55 (with wife and older children). 
Probably were in good managerial vosts with Egyptian 
companies, 

Great difficult in finding jobs. 
Refugees aged 30/hO (married a few years with young 
children). Probably in fairly senior managerial 
posts. 


These can get jobs but starting at a 
low salary for say two years. 


Cases who will be (or are all right. 


Refugees who had low paid clerical and 
minor managerial posts. 


AS Soon as these people find employment they 
will be more or less back to where they were 
financially in Egypt. 


Employees of the big British companies 
Banks, Shell, etc.) who are being 
looked after by those companies, 


I attach a draft reply to Mr. Chichester- 
Clark. It does not however deal more than 
very briefly with the points relating to the 
Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board raised in 
the correspondence from Mr. Barker addressed 
to Mr. Chichester-Clark, since I think it 
would be better to wait for the Home Office 


comments. 
O26, Sooper, » 


W. Godfrey 


Mr. Gods 
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abe You reised with me the other day some 
ecre' 


Confidential. complaints which had been brought to your 
Restricted. 
Open. attention from Mr. Barker ebout the assistance 
Draft given to refugees from Egypt and in particular 
about the assistance given by the Anglo-Egyptian 
R. Chichester- 
Clark, Esq.M.P.| Resettlement Board. The Board, as you probably 
know, is the responsibility of the Home office 


From: 
end I am therefore srrenging to obtain their 


Mr. Harvey 
comments on the points raised in Mr. Barker's 
letters, which I now return. I should however 
perhaps point out that as expleined by the 
Prime Minister in his statement in the House of 
Commons on the 5th of February about the 
establishment of the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement 
Board, the purposes of the Board are to give 
assistance in resettlement and to those who are 
in need and their grents etc. are made in 
relation to the need snd not to the past 
circumstances of the people concerned. 

The other points raised in Mr. Barker's 
letter were that it was impossible for him to 


obtsin a grant or 6 loan egéinst his assets in 
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Egypt or eageinst Egyptian Government funds 
frozen in this country. There are serious 
objections in principle, notably the precedent 
which it would create, to any arrangement 
whereby the Government would make advances to 
individuals agsinst assets which they have left 
in Egypt. There are also very real practical 
difficulties, as well as some dangers as 
regerds the possible effects of some arrange- 


ment on any-.ultimate settlement with Egypt 
tt ve & course 


nec set perhaps ake the point 2% a - i 


/ the Egyptian 


the Egyptian Government and not Her Mejesty's 
Government which is responsible for any 
losses which individuels msy have suffered 
in Egypt and we shall of course do all we 
can to assist the individuals in due course 
prosecuting their claims sgsinst Egypt. 

AS you'know the Foreign Office is 
recording detsils of British property in 
Egypt, and hopes to complete this work very 
shortly. When this is completed and it is 
possible to get an idea of the scope of the 
problem the question will be further 
examined, elthough I should make it clear 
thet the Governinent is nok conmitted to any 
scheme for advances. All thet I can say is 
that in the Government's considerstion of 
the policy to be sdopted, following on the 
completion of the tabulation of these clsims 
the suggestion of Sdvences against assets 
will be csrefully examined in the context of 
the general policy which the Government 
decide to follow. 

I should perhaps refer also to Mr. 
Barker's suggestion that we should make 
advances from the Egyptian Government Funds 
in this country. It has several times been 
made clear in the House of Commons that this 
is not possible and we could oyly teke over 
these funds as pert of a general settlement 
with Egypt. It would indeed not be prudent 


or right to seize these belances since it 


would only add to Egypt's claims against the 
United Kingdom end would be doing just what 


we have regarded ss so reprehensible in the 


/Bgyptians 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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Registry 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 


Egyptians, i.e. taking over for our own 
purposes assets for which we are trustees. 
To seize such assets would destroy confidence 
in the United Kingdom's position as inter- 
national benkers and would do serious injury to 
our credit. 

I will write to you again as soon as we 
have the me Office comments on Mr. Barker's 


complaints against the Resettlement Board. 


Yoreign Office, 


Selete 


April 18, 1957. 


You raised with me the other Gay some c wepluints which 
had been brought to your attention from kr. Lerker about 
the aseistance given to refugees from «gypt end in 
perticular about the aesistance given by the ng lowsgyptian 
Resettlement board. The bosrdy ae you probably know, is 
the responsibility of the Home Uffice and I am therefore 
arranging to obtain their comments on the points raised 
in ui. tarker's letters, which 1 now rcturne i should 
however perhaps point out that as explained by the ‘rime 
hinister in his stetement in the House of Commons on 
Pobruary 5 about the establishment of the Anglo-igyptian 
Resettlecent board, the purposes of the Loard sre to give 
assistance in resettlement and to those who -re in need and 
their grants ste. are made in relation to the aged and aot 
to the past circumetences of the people concerned. 


th. other pointe raised in Mr. barker's letter were 
that it wae impossible for him to obtain a grant or a loan 
ageinst his assets in igypt or agaiast -gyptian Government 
funds frozen in this country. ‘here are serious objections 
in principle, notably the precedent which it would create, 
to any arrangement whereby the Government would wake advances 
to individuals agaiuet aseste which they have left in gypt. 
there are also very real practical difficulties, as well 
OB coe dangers as regurds the possible effects of some 
arrengement on any ultimate settlement with igypt. it 
is of course the égyptian Government and sot ler Majesty's 
Government which is reeponsible for any losses which 
individuels way have suffered in .gypt and we shell of courge 
do «ll we cen to agotet the individuals ia due course in 
prosecuting their Claims against sgypt. 


as you know the Yoreign Office is recording details 
of british property in igypt, aud hopes to complete this work 
very/ 


Re Chichester=Clarky Esqey iieley 
House of Commons, 


fieWele Ovkhsh 


very shortly. ‘hen this ie completed end it ie possible to 
get an idea of the scope of the ywoblem the question will be 
further examined, eithough 1 should make it eclesr thet the 
Government is not conmitted to any echeme for advancese All 
thet 1 can say is thet in the Government's conviderution of 
the policy to be sdopted, followiag on the completion of the 
tabulation of these claims, the suggertion of advances ageinet 
assete will be carefully examined in the context of the 
general policy which the Government decide to follow. 


i shoulé perhepe refer also to ur. berker's suggestion 
that we should make scvances from the ‘gyptian Governmeat 
Punde in this country. it hee seversl tines been made clear 
in the Houre of Commons that thie ig aot poesible end we could 
oniy take over there funce as pert of e@ géucral settlement 
with .gypte it would indeed not be prudent or ht to 
seize these balances since it would only add to igypt's claims 
sgeainst the United “ingdom end would be doing just what we 
have regerded us so reprehensible in the ogyptienus, isc. 
taking over for our own purpoees ascete for which we are 
trustess. ‘Yo seize such assets would destroy confidence 
in the United .ingdom's position se internationsl bankers and 
would GO serious injury to our credit. 


i will write to you agein as soon ss we have the Houe 


Office coumente on kr. berker'’es compleinte sgainst the 
Lesettlement board. 


JAN HARVEY 


\Parliamentery Under-Secretary) 


Ts No.: WHitehall 8100 v 


JEIb/3/9/ (D 


Ext. 


Our ied 


Your Ref. 


OME OFFICE, 
WHITEHALL, 
LONDON, S.W.! 


26th April, 1957. 


Dear Godfrey, 


With your letter of 12th April you sent me copies of 
letters and enclosures written by Mr. H.M. Barker to 
Mr. Chichester-Clark, M.P., and a copy of a note which you 
were putting to Mr. Ian Harvey. 


May I first mention two small points of detail on your 
note? There is a small inaccuracy in paragraph 5, since the 
Board are authorised to give financial assistance to a 
refugee who is earning an income by supplementing this for 
up to three months if it is necessary to do so. I think 
also that Mr. Barker's reference to elderly people, which you 
refer to at the beginning of paragraph 5, may not be entirely 
inaccurate. He is probably referring to people who were 
resident in this country before the recent events in the 
Middle East and were living on income from Egyptian sources. 
The Board is not authorised to give financial assistance to 
such people. 


As regards Mr. Barker's detailed criticisms of the Board, 
I do not think there is very much which I can add to your note. 
As you point out, Mr. Barker is really advocating the payment 
of advances against assets, and this accounts for the stress 
which he lays on the standard of living which a refugee 
enjoyed in Egypt. The Resettlement Board, however, can only 
give assistance in cases of need, and the assistance which 
they are able to give must inevitably appear ungenerous where 
the recipient enjoyed a higher standard of living in Egypt. 


/Me. Barker's 


W. Godfrey, Esq., 
Foreign Office. 


Mr. Barker's personal situation, for example, is that he 
has a job at a salary of about £1,000 a year and has about 
£800 available capital. Although the job is much less well 
paid than his job in Egypt, the fact is that from the point 
of view of the Board he cannot be regarded as being in need, 
at any rate so far as the payment of a subsistence allowance 
is concerned. The Board are in fact assisting him by making 
advances for educational fees, to which he was already 
committed before the recent events in Egypt. 


I think the only important mis-statement of fact which 
Mr. Barker makes about the powers of the Board is the suggestion 
that no help is given to people with a little money in the 
United Kingdom. In fact the Board do give financial assistmce 
to such people and disregard capital in assessing maintenance 
allowances. 


Yours sincerely, 


i Telager. 
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from this misconception. 
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Board point out that Mr. Barker's personal 
situation is not too unfavourable. He has a 
job at about £1,000 a year and £800 available 


capital, Though he cannot therefore be 


RECEIVER 1 


DIVIN@N. regarded from their point of view as being in 


6 MAY 1957 need, and does not qualify for a _ subsistence 
heer A is z 
allowance, the Board are +—wews, Sisting him 
by making advances for education fees to which 
he was committed before the recent events in 


Egypt. 


EP, 51-8092 


Mr. Barker complains moreover that no help 
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do in fact 
people, and 


tenance 


ungenerous 


help. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 


i Y FIL 


POREIGN OFFICE, Seliele 


May 6, 1 " 
(JE 1613/71) eit ieee 


In my letter of April 18, I promised to write to you again, 
after hearing from the Home Orfice about the points Mr. Barker 
has raised with you sbout the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board. 


The Home Office agree with us in thinking that his 
eriticism of the Board reletes essentialiy to the discrepancy 
between what is done for refugees here and the standard of 
living which they enjoyed before, and is therefore a reflection 
of his view that the situation can only be met by 8 system of 
advences against assets. I explained the difficulties about 
this in my lest letter. The fact of the matter is that the 
Board is only euthorised to give assistance in cases of need, 
and the help they can give must therefore inevitably appear 
ungenerous where the recipient enjoyed a higher stenderd of 
Living in Egypt. The detailed points which Mr. Barker makes 
all erise from this misconception. 


As an instance of whet is being done, the Board point out 
that Mr. Barker's personal situation is not too unfavourable. 
He has a job at about £1,000 a year and £800 available capital. 
Though he cannot therefore be regarded from their point of view 
8s being in need, and does not qualify for a subsistence 
allowance, the Board are nevertheless assisting him by making 
advances for education fees to which he was committed before 
the recent events in Egypt. 


Mr, Barker complains moreover that no help is given to 
people with a little money in the United Kingdom. The Board 
/ao 


R. Chichester-Clark Esqe, MePey 
House of Commons, 
S.Weie 


do in fact give financial assistance to such people, and 
disregard capital in sssessing maintenance allowances. Within 
the limitations which the circumstances inevitebly impose, I 
do not think thet the Board is generally taking an ungenerous 
line with those it is authorised to help. 


(Parliamentary Under-Secretary) 
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(16116/2/57) f BRITISH EMBASSY, 


BERNE « 
UNCLASSIFIED April 26, 1957. 


Qo. Lear 


When I was in London I discussed with you the 
interest which British refugees from Egypt now resident 
in Switzerland were showing in the activities of the 
Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board. You told me that 
the Board was only constituted to look after refugees 
who were resident in the United Kingdom and that 
refugees elsewhere could not hope to make claims on 
the Board unless they returned to the United Kingdom. 


2. One of the refugees has now received a message 
from the Chairman of the Board regarding personal 
grants at the rate of £50 per adult and £25 per child 
which are being made to all refugees as personal 
allowances to cover such things as new clothes. 


3. I shall be grateful if you can inform me whether, 
as I expect, these grants are confined to refugees 

in the United Kingdom. The person in Geneva who has 
made a claim to H.M. Consul-General says that he 
received a copy of this message direct, but he may 

of course have received it through a friend. 


Ionaot 


Ow arrow 


cee 


(2.S. Tull) 


W. Godfrey, Esq., C.BeH., 
British Property in Egypt Section, 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.l. 


@ 


UNCLASSIFIED FOREIGN OFPICH, S.W.1. 


(a8 1613/72) May 3, 1957. 


Wes poteked uw Bap . 


3/s 


Would you refer to your letter of April 26 reference 
16116/2/57 about the Anglo-igyptian Resettlement Board and 
the question whether its activities extended to refugees 
outside the United Kingdom. 


2. I have checked with the Resettlement Board and can 
confirm what I told you before, viz. that it is only 
constituted to look after refugees who come to the United 
Kingdom. As for the statement by one of the refugees 
that he has received a personal message from the Chairman 
of the Board, the Board tell me that a message has been 
sent about these personal grants in the form of a letter 
to the individuals, but it has only been sent so far to 
people in hostels in the United Kingdom and then only 
through the warden of the hostel. It is, therefore, most 
unlikely that any refugee abroad has received a direct 
communication and it has probably been sent on by a 
relative. In any case, however, the Board is certinly 
not making these grants to people outside the United 
Kimgdom. 


(W. Godfrey) 


7.S, Tull, Esqey D.S.0., O.BeEoy 
British Smbassy, 
Berne. 
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62805 (5640) A.O.St. 


Minutes 


SECRET 


The attached extract from the Cabinet 
Conclusions of the meeting held on May 10 
covers the paper on the possibility of 
advances against assets. The idea is 
still not wholly excluded and it is 
proposed now that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and the President of the Board of 
Trade should examine the possibility of 
creating a nucleus organisation in case 
advances become necessary. 


2s The Treasury has already called a 
meeting for Thursday morning to consider 
this, and has asked me to attend as knowing 
probably more about the problems than 
anyone/ At the same time, they suggested 
that this might well eventually come on to 
the Foreign Office vote, and I am asking 
Finance and Establishment Departments 
whether in those circumstances they would 
wish to send somebody to the meeting, 


A. Sop . 
(W. Godfrey) 
May _1. 1 . 


7 (B 
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Egypt: Advances against Assets 


The attached report of a committee of officials on a 
scheme for graduated advances, which is circulated under cover 
of a note from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, is down for 
the Cabinet on Friday. 
ae The chief argument for introducing a scheme for advances 
is that it is due to H.M. Government's action that the people 
concerned find themselves in their present position. Emphasis 
is also laid on the situation of the poorer refugees and upon 
hard cases. 

3. As regards the general argument, there is no more reason 
why H.M.G. should accept a general liability for compensation 
for the action of the Egyptian Government in this case any more 
than it has in any other where it has taken military action in 
defence of the United Kingdom's national interests. This is 

a line of argument that H.M.G. could certainly not use to 
justify introducing a scheme for advances in this particular 
case, if only because of its repercussions upon our position in 
any negotiation with Egypt. There will inevitably be anomalies 
and hardships whatever is done, whilst the poorer refugees will 
certainly do better with the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board. 
4. Some measures which would go part of the way to reduce 
canmulgtiat are, a, possible. Many of the hard cases would 
be-covered if arrangements could be made for the A.E.R.B. to 
give assistance to those who had been dependent upon funds in 
Egypt (subject, of course, to the criterion of necessity), 
instead of, as at present, being confined to those who have 

come to the United Kingdom as a result of recent events, and 


ar / 


if the scale of the Board's advances could be increased. The 
banks might also be encouraged to implement their proposal to 
make advances against securities belonging to U.K. nationals 
held by London banks to the account of banks in Egypt, and the 
appropriate guarantee given to them. 

Conclusion 

5. It is suggested that the introduction of a scheme of this 
kind, which would in fact benefit only a limited number of 
individuals, would be difficult to defend without prejudicing 
our negotiating position, and would involve very considerable 
difficulties of principle and practice. It is suggested, 
however, that the terms of reference of the A.E.R.B. should be 
extended to cover not only those who have come to the United 
Kingdom as a result of recent events, but also those who were 
dependent upon funds in Egypt, and the scale of assistance for 
resettlement increased, and that the scheme prepared by the 
banks for a guarantee by H.M.G. for advances against securities 
held in the United Kingdom to the order of Egyptian banks should 


be approved. 


(W. Godfrey) 
May 8, 1957. 
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arguments examined and presented dispassionately. 

2. There is little for m to 1 Godfrey's minute. 

I would however draw attention to par ) and 9 of 

the Summary of the Report and particularly to sub-paragraphs 

(ii) and (iii) of paragraph 9 which seem to me to merit very 

serious consideration by Ifinisters. 

3. According to the Treasury the Report will circulated 

to the Cabinet the Chancellor of the E 

discussion in Cabinet on May 10. The Chancellor's view 

is apparently that as the final attitude of the Egyptian 

Government to British assets is ugknown it is inopportune to 
N 


decide on a policy of advances now whatever may have to te 


done eventually; and that if it is not possible to hold the 
y; E 


position vis-a-vis the’ public now we might agree to some 


palliatives, e.g.: 
(i) payments to staff of the Suez Contractors; 
(ii) extension of the Resettlement Board's terms of 
reference and perhaps of its financial resources; 
x advances against securities to be made by banks 


presumably against a guarantee from H.M.G. Jd. 


4. From the Foreign Office poin iew I recommend that the 
Secretary of State concur with the Chancellor for the reasons 
stated in the Re oe and particularly t} mtained 

We may quik som fiud Sally cS Bere nh ars Eg gflians, 
paragraphs 4 and 9 of the Sum ’ ds the plliatives 
the Committee have reservations in regard (i) above. 
The others - (ii) and (iii should be acceptable 
moreover recommended in Mr. Godfrey's minute. In this 


connexion it seems important to enable the Resettlement Board 


to cope with persons who, though not refugees, are suffering 


yecause of the cutting off of funds in Egypt upon 


which they are dependent. 


Copies to: Commander N ble 
Mr. Ormsby-Gore 
Lord Gosford 
Mr. Harvey 
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Up to Avril 25 a total of 19353 returns had been tabulated 
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The Foreign Office, 

Consular Division, 
itehall, 

LONDON .W. 


Dear Sirs, 


My name is Mr. P.Vella. I am a British subject who 
has been expelled from Egypt. I hold a British passport, the 
number of which is C.316571. I arrived in this country at the 
end of January this year and I went to a Government Hostel at 
Eastwood, Notts. 


I am now working at Messrs. R.B.Macmillan Ltd., 
Rowditch Printing Works, Derby, and am now lodging at 70, 
St. Chad's Road, Derby. 


I have a fiancee still in Alexandria. She is an 
Italian, holding an Italian passport. Her name is Maria 
Lunghini and she works for Mr. Jean Lakah, a lawyer of 13, 
Rue de la Poste, Alexandria, Egypt. 


I am at the moment trying to save some money to 
pay her passage to England so that she may come here in order 
that we may be married. Unfortunately I have not been here 
long enough to save enough money for this and my fiancee has 
written to me asking me to send money to her as she has not 
enough to live on. 


I am not familiar with the various rules and 
regulations regarding the position and I am wondering if 
you will be so good as to advise me what to do; I should 
for the moment, like to send several pounds to her ii this 
is possible. 


Yours faithfully, 


Certs "Yella 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 


letter. 


To: 


P.Vella, Esqe, 
70 St.Chad's Rd. 
Derbys 


eang To 
trea f/f 


\ibone (| 


I am directed etc. to acknowledge #as 
receipt of your letter of the 9th of May 
Eq 
1957 about transmitting money to/your 
fiancé of Italian nationality Weenie 
ad to 
pResent—eeeiigual.—te-te suggeste@ that 
YOU tee consult your local bank ebeet 
{eto—probtem and if necessary approach the 
Italian Q6nsular authorities in this country. 
The address of the Italian Consulate-General 
bosbesngen is 38 Eaton Place, London, S.\/.l. 


I am etc. 


JE 1613/80 
© 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1l. 


June 11, 1957. 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Lloyd to 
acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 9th of 
May, 1957, about transmitting money to Egypt for 
your fiancée of Italian nationality and to suggest 
that you consult your local bank and if necessary 
approach the Italian consular authorities in this 
country. The address of the Italian Consulate- 


General is 36, Eaton Place, London, S.W.1. 


an, : 
Sir, 


Your obedient 


Pie 
( ¢ @ 


P, Vella, Esqa., 
70, St. Chad's Road, 
Derby. 


The Foreign Office, 
Consular Division, 
Whitehall, 

LONDON, W.1. 


Dear Sirs, 


Will you please let me have a reply to my letter 
of the 9th May last, as I am getting anxious about my 
fiancee. 


My passport was renewed valid until 7th June, 1957, 
by The Swiss Legation in Alexandria (Division of Foreign 
Interests). Does this have to be renewed please. 


Yours faithfully, 


Celis Yelle, 
Bag 
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FOREIGN OFFICE 
LONDON, 
S.Wete 
June 13, 1957. 
Sir, 


I em directed by Mr. Secretary Lloyd 
to refer to your letter of the 4th of June 
ami to regret that the reply to your previous 
letter of the 9th of May was so long delayed. 
A reply was sent to you on the 1ith of June, 
and you have no doubt now received this, 


If you have any intention of travelling 
abroad again, it will be necessary for you to 
renew your passport, This can be done by 
application to the Passport Office, Clive 
House, Petty France, London, 5S. W.te 


I ams 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant. 


Pietro Vella Esqe, 
70 St. Chad's Road, 
Derby. 
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Minutes 


It is clearly not possible to put a 
value on personal prejudice claims and 
it is uncertain how far it would be 
possible to make a claim in the hope of 
obtaining any satisfaction from the 
Egyptian Government. I have so far 
understood that whilst I would deal with 
property, Consular Department would deal 
with individuals, and I have made no 
attempt to obtain details of claims 
for personal prejudice. There is, 
however, no particular re n why we 
should not record the fact that somebody 
has a claim of this kind which he wishes 
to pursue, provided that we make the 
reserves to him suggested by Consular 
Department and the Legal Adviser on the 
file about Mrs. Khalife. I must say 
that I think the ‘assety"must be regarded 


as pretty shaky. 
A. Sodpng, 


e. Z, i (W. Godfrey) 
hs Slackhes, prs June 4, 1957 
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Telephone: EUSton 3952-4 


Telegrams: DEPUTIES, KINCROss, LONDON 


THE LONDON COMMITTEE OF DEPUTIES OF THE BRITISH JEWS 
generally known as 


TRE BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS 


-o 


Vice-President 
Ax. A, Moss, J.P. 
B. B, LIgerMan 


Treasurer: 
F. M. Lanpau 
Secretary: 
A. G. BRoTMAN 


All communications to be 
addressed to “The Secretary” 


The Rt. Hon. David Orm 
Minister of State, 

The Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 
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, WOBURN HOUSE, 
~ Gow - 4/- UPPER WOBURN PLACE, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


The Board of Deputies of British Jews 


a British subject who was e 
at the Jews' Tem 

eases of other British Ref 
Government. 


We interviewed him, and subse: 


sent us 4 


the physical maltreatment and the humiliation to which he and his fellow 
sufferers had been subjected. I am sending you a copy of his letter to the Board. 


From the answers given in the House of Commons on question regarding comper 


Sovernment i 
the return o. 
but we hope, that t. 


I would appreciate the opportunity gf 


particular ci mstances described by 
additional information that may be re 
and similar cases. 


pt, and from th 
that the Gove: 


ection/with the 
ing /you wit 
t+ in dealing with his 


BARNETT JANNER. 


Fregident. 


Marcel Carasso 
63 Mansell Street 
London E.1. 
a 
3rd May 1957. 


The Secretary, 

Board of Deputies of British Jews, 
Woburn House, Upper Woburn Place, 
London W.C.1. 


Sir, 
I would like to bring the following to the notice of H.M. Government with 
the view of:- 


(1) Obtaining special concession for those who were imprisoned by the Egyptian 
Government before being expelled, and who, through no fault of their own, were 
left with hardly any proof of their belongings lost in Egypt, so that in due time, 
when the claimsfiled by the British refugees from Egypt are paid, the unfortunate 
above-mentioned do not lose their rights through lack of sufficient proof. 


(2) Obtaining compensation for the treatment imposed on H.M. subjects in Egypt 
for moral and physical sufferings in prison to persons most of whom are ex- 
servicemen who were in the British Forces fighting for the defence of Egypt during 
the war, which shows the defiance of the Egyptian Government for the human rights 
as defined by the U.N.O,, and its contempt of the Geneva Convention regarding the 
treatment of civilian nationals of a country at war. 


I was arrested on Sunday the 4th November 1956 at about 11.30.a.m., while 
driving my car in Alexandria, by two armed policemen in civilian clothing. Having 
forced me to leave my car in the street, about three miles from its garage, they 
took me to the prison for foreigners in Kom el Dik, where I was forced to hand in 
everything I had on me including money, cigarettes, watch, etc., and then put in 
a cell with thirteen other persons but where there were only seven small beds. Apart 
from lunchtime, when we were allowed to leave the cell for fiteen minutes to eattsome 
filthy and scanty meal, we were constantly locked in. On the 7th November 1956, we 
were transferred under heavy guard to Cairo where we were taken to a Jewish school in 
Abbassia prerequisitioned for the purpose. We were put 16 to a room and allowed to 
go out to the lavatory only after imploring the insulting policeman on guard, in which 
case he came with us and forced us to leave the door open and we had to do our require- 
ments with the muzzle of a rifle pointed at us. On the 12th November 1956 we were 
taken to the prison at the Barrage in Cairo. This is a regular prison, and we were 
put in one of the four floors, the other three being occupied by regular prisoners 
composed of thieves, drug addicts, killers and so on. We were again deprived of all 
our belongings, which were given to us each time we were transferred, then given 
three jute blankets, most of which were altogether worn out and torn, and put to 
sleep on the concrete floor without enything else but those blankets, four to a room 
2 yds by 3 yds 1 ft, with bed bugs running all over the room, one barred window with 
no glass to keep the cold out, locked in daily from 16.30 to 7.30.a.m,, and under no 
circumstance, however grave they were, were we allowed out during that time. 


This is only a short summary of the treatment we had, and I am prepared to 


give fuller details on request. 


ooe/ eee 


On the 12th December 1956, some of us were transferred handcuffed to Alexandria 
in the prison for foreigners, but before leaving the prison at the Barrage, we were 
deprived of nearly every paper we had on us, such as shares, receipts or proof of 
anything we had in Egypt, and which were torn and burnt in front of us. In my case, 
@ring the search, my car licence was examined by the officer who then handed it back 
to me saying in an ironical way "You can keep this to drive instead of your car." 
Everything else, including addresses of people in Burope were destroyed. Finally on 
the 14th December 1956, I was handcuffed with 7 others and taken to the ship, police 
guards remained with us on board until the ship weighed anchor. 


The above-mentioned misadventure; applies to nearly all of the British subjects 
that were imprisoned, and who were about 25-30 persons. 


I should be very grateful if you would take this matter up with H.H. Government 
on our behalf, who, I am sure, will do its utmost to defend the interests of its 
nationals. 


Yours faithfully, 


(SIGNED: ) MARCEL S$. CARASSO 
from Alexandria 

SELIM MENAHIM HAROON 
from Port Said 


YEHUDA MOSHE HARQON 
from Port Said 
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Barnett Janner, 
Esq., M.P., 

| 

| The Board of 

i Deputies of 

British Jews, 


Woburn House, 


Upper Woburn 
Place, W.C.1. 


From: Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore 


Thank you for your letter of May 14, about 
the case of Mr. A.G. Carasso, who was expelled 
from Egypt last November. 

Mr. Carasso's fear that he will not be 
able to establish title to what he had in 
| Egypt because he was deprived of the relevant 
documents in this uncivilised fashion is 
understandable; but the lack of such proofs 
will not, in our view, in any way detract from 


his right to claim the return of property taken 


from him in these deplorable circumstances. 


NP. ifs would first of all remind you of what the 


Prime Minister said in the House of Commons in 
reply to Hugh Fraser's Question about British 
property on April 11; he then stated that we 
intended to secure from the Egyptian Government 
the full restoration of British assets in Egypt 
or alternatively complete compensation. That 
remains our policy; and it applies to Mr. 
Carsecoid case as to all others. Unless he 
has already done so, he should submit full 
details of the property of which he was deprived 
together with approximate values, to the 
section in the Foreign Office which has the 
responsibility of recording such assets. (No 
documents of title or proof of ownership are 
being called for at the moment.) His lack of 


share receipts and other title deeds will 


obviously make things more difficult when the 
time / 


time comes to consider with the Egyptians how 
the property is to be returned, or compensation| 
assessed. Presumably he will have other means| 
of proof, such as the evidence of relatives, 
other parties to the transactions, or his bank, | 
which could be made available. In any case, anh 
onus will rest in such cases on the Egyptian 

authorities, in view of the conduct of their 

officials, These matters will have to be gone 
into closely at snciep ethate stage; what we 
need from him now is a general statement of his 
losses, and I am arranging for the appropriate 


forms to be sent to him, 


“PD 
us 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN. 
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the case of M ; 4 
from Egypt last November 


Mr Carasso's fear that he will not be able 
to establish title to what he had in Sgypt because 
he was deprived of the relevant hee etre in this 
uacivilised fashion is understandabl but the 
lack of such p roofs will not, in our “yiow, t in any 
way detract from lis right to claim the retura of 
peopery taken from h in these deplorable 
circumstances. 


I would first of all remind you of what the 
Prime Minister said in the House of Commons in 
reply to Hugh Fraser's Question about sritish 
property on April 11; he then stated that v 
intended to secure from the Egyptian Government 
the full restoration of British assets in Egypt, 
or alternatively complete compens ation. That 
remains our policy; and it applies to Mr Carasso's 
case as to all others. Unless he has already 
done so, he should submit full detente of the 
property of which he was deprived, together with 
approximate values, to the section in the Foreign 

office which has the responsibility of recording 
such assets. (No documents of title or proof of 
ownership are being called for at the moment. ) 
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Mr. Ormsby Gore 
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Would you x 
M.S. Carasso. 

We have, of course, noted that he wishes 
to make a claim against the Egyptian Government 
for compensation in respect of his Ruy else das 
and moral sufferings in prison. 
should make it c r that no c 
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in recording such a 


ahiomeph ~ 
\e fhe Government will, of 


course, bear 


| in mind all the claims which British subjects 


have against the Egyptian Government in any 
ontiew 
ac think I should add, 


further negotiations§ 
howeses, that during the armed conflict in 
Egypt the internment of civilian aliens was 
not necessarily contrary to the Geneva 
Convention concerning the protection of 


civilians of August 12, 1949, sma Ll 
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Telephone: EUSton 3952-4 Telegrams: Deputies, Krncross, Lonpon 


THE LONDON COMMITTEE OF DEPUTIES OF THE BRITISH JEWS 
generally known as 


THE BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS 


President: WOBURN HOUSE, 
BARNETT JANNER, M.P. 
Vice Prosdeues UPPER WOBURN PLACE, 
Ap. A. Moss, J.P. e LONDON, W.C.1. 
B, B, LreperMan 


Treasurer: 
F, M. Lanpav - 

Secretary: : ‘ 2 ree 
A. G. BRoTMAN 27th May, 1957 


All communications to be 
addressed to “The Secretary” 


The Rt.Hon. David Ormsby Gore, M.P. 
inister of State, 
The Foreign Office, 

S.Wel. 


v4 iy 
Red Unrsey por 


I should like to add to my reply to your letter of Nay 20th about the 
case of Mr. N.S, Carasso, that I took the opportunity of sending to him the 
gist of the information contained in your letter. 


Mr. Carasso writes to tell me that he had on the 6th March 1957 already 
filled in and returned the appropriate forms to the Foreign Office with respect 
to his claims for losses in Egypt, and he adds that all his colleagues have 
done the same. He however points out that in the information we sent to him, 
there is no mention of any action the Government propose to take to ensure 
compensation by the Egyptian Government to British subjects who, like Mr. 
Carasso, have suffered both morally and physically in prison. 

This aspect of the matter as far as Mr. Carasso and his colleagues are 
concerned is dealt with in the letter from Mr. Carasso of May 3rd, a copy of 
which I sent to you with my covering note of May 14th. 

I should be grateful if you would kindly /go further into this additional 
point to which, not unnaturally, Mr. Carasso attaches as much importance as 
to the satisfaction of his material claims, | 

oul 
if 


/ 


" President. 


¥, 16 1 


JE/bi3 Bi(e 


Mr. Janner raises the question of claims against the 
Egyptian Government by British subjects who have suffered 
morally and physically in prison and of the action which 
H.M. Government propose to take to ensure compensation. 


Mr. Carasso and Mr. Haroon do not complain of actual physical 
injury but only of ill-treatment, and it is doubtful whether 
in fact in the absence of ill-treatment or injury a claim 
could be made for which any satisfaction would be obtained, 
since the internment of civilian aliens during the armed 
conflict was not necessarily contrary to the Geneva 
Convention concerning theprotection of civi 

August 12, 1949. We can, therefore, reply to Mr. Janner 
that the claim by Mr. Carasso has been recorded and add 

a warning that it is unlikely that any satisfaction could 

be obtained from the Egyptian Government. That will not, 
however, necessarily meet his problem since his question is 
what action H.M. Government propose to take to ensure 
compensation, and he is clearly asking for an assurance 

that this sort of claim will be put forward by H.M. 
Government, which I can hardly think we can promise to do 

at this stage. I suggest that we can only take refuge in 
some such formula as suggesting that these claims will all 
no doubt be taken into account in negotiations with the 


Egyptians. I attach a draft. 


Ls 


(W. Godfrey) 
June b, 1957 
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I understood in our telephone conversstion this 
efternoon that you were going to consider in the near 
future the scope and seale of the Anglo-lgyptian 
Resettlement Board’s assistance to refugess. 


2. As I understand it, the Board is restricted to 
assisting those who have come to the United Kingdom in 
consequence of recent events in Sgypt, but thers is one 
class which is suffering through recent events, although 
it canmmot be said to have come to the United Kingdom as 
& consequence of recent events. The people I have in 
mind are those psople who had left Egypt for good some 
time before recent happenings and who had set in train 
the necessary steps to get out their property and their 
funds, ABS you know perhaps, the procedure for this 
worked somewhet slowly, because of the need to get tax 
Clearance certificates, otc., and a mumber of people 
were not able to get their assots out of Seypt before 
the freezing of sterling transactions. They are, 
therefore, without their property and at the same time 
are not entitled to receive assistance from the 
Resettlemont Board. I ao not know how many cases of 
this kind there may be, although I imagine that they 
will not be many, There are, however, some, and I have 
before me one such case of « teacher aged 66, who had 
anticipated getting his savings out of Egypt, but failed 
to do so in time, and who can I think fairly be regarded 
as a hard case. 


Be It occurs to me that you might at your meoting like 
to consider the possibility of allowing assistance to 
be given to those who hed left Egypt but had not yet 
succesded in getting their capital out owing to the 
slowness of the Egyptian administrative machine. 


A.W. Feterson, ESdey MeV.0O., 
Home Office, 
Whitehall, 5.W.1. 
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Attached are 
(a) a minute from the Prime Minister to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and a Cabinet paper by the 
Chancellor, regarding increased financial aid to 
British subjects expelled from Egypt; 
(bo) a minute from the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to the Prime Minister covering a report by the 
United Kingdom Delegation on the Anglo-Egyptian 
Financial Talks recently held in Rome. 
(a) is to be taken at Cabinet tomorrow and (b) may well 
arise from it. 
Aid to British Subjects 
2 We see no Foreign Office objection to tt Char ellor's 
proposals. Indeed to the extent that the; ieve pressure 
from the British subjects expelled from Egyp they give 
us more freedom of manoeuvre in negotiati with Egypt on 
a financial settlement. It is not con red that our 


negotiating position would be in any way prejudiced by 


| the further aid suggested, provided it is not of such a 


nature as to convert the private-claims of individuals 
into governmental claims which might be extinguished in 
ultimate waiver of governmental claims on both sides. 
An advance linked to need is therefore much better than 
based on the size of the claim. 

3. A detailed brief on the Chancellor's proposals, by 


Mr. Godfrey, is attached in case it is required. 


Anglo-Egyptian Financial Talks 

4. As expected, the talks in Rome ended in deadlock. 

Our political interest is to maintain all possible 
pressures on Nasser and to keep the United States up 

to the mark on this as well. We have therefore no 
political incentive to reach an early financial 

settlement with Nasser, since any conceivable settlement 
would involve some relaxation of economic presures upon 
him (any ang such relaxation by Her Majesty's Government 
would be likely to lead the United States Government to 
unblock the Egyptian dollar balances in the United States). 
5S We can therefore support the Chancellor in his 
preference for course (b) of the two alternatives set 

out in the third paragraph of his minute, i.e. to make 

no advance on our offer, of resumption of current trade in 
return for de-sequestration of British property in Egypt 
and certain connected conditions, with no release of 
sterling until Egyptian transfers to the United Kingdom of 
compensation payments begin. 


6. Sir W. Hayter agrees. 


ON Nile 


J.H.A. Watson YE 
June 1967. 


A A St hwtet latex 


10, DOWNING STREET, 
WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 


ith,the Private Secretary’s 
ompliments. 


In view of the halt, if not break-down, in the 
ome talks, | think we shall not be sble to avoid any 
longer aking some plan to meet the private losses in 
Egypt. There are really two problems, (a) the exployees 
of the contractors, to whom we have » special obligation; 
and (b) the rest. 

“wits regard to (a), you seem to agree that we could 
go a iong way, if not the whole way, without any injury 
to Our negotiating position with “gypt. ith regerd 
to (b), I feel inst se shall have to heve © system of 
advances, or loans, So long as these are not baged on 
any transfer of title. I do not think thet our legal 
or negotiating position is in danger. 

Moreover, I think it would be better if the loans 
were mot precisely in proportion to the full cleim but 


were related to need for hardship. Thet would be of 
value from the negotiating and legal point of view. 

Even if Egypt's notice is called to what se are 
Going, aa I Suppose it wlll be, that may not 
necessarily make them feel that se are abandoning 
our claims. Om the contrary, it may make them feel 
that s¢ are going to start using the No. 1 Account 
for this purpose, Of course we shall have the advantage 
ef Sir Denis Kickett being with us and giving us the 
peychological background of shat he could learn from 
ais talks. 

{ Rope that your bepartment and the Foreign Office 
can get together to try to give us « scheae es soon as 
it ean be done, Although we may get through the next 
few days of varliament, | do not see how se can avoid 
tunis much longer. In my view it will be much cheaper 
in the long run to have done something voluntarily on 
& modest scale rather than to be foresd by political 
pressure into something which may be auch more onerous. 


I Bope you will at any rate get something out 


es e bazis for a discussionss soon as possible. 
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ner (C.(57)136 by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 


i 


regarding a ; itish refugees from Egypt 


maintains the view whi put forward in C.(57)115_ 


) that I s d no ) made agai ass ets 
Cabinet m 
He now proposes however 
present arrangel 


to Suez Contract 


ors! 
in 
the order 
» however, 

that this might be left over until it is 

Sean 

sare whether the Egyptians will do anything 

about releasing them); 

increases in the scope and scale of the 

assistance by the Anglo-Egyptian 

Resettlement Board, and the introduction 

of a scheme which would provide a 

sun of £1,000 to anyone 

and taking himself off t ard's books. 
I suggest that we can support all these: in particular, if 
the Resettlement Board can help those who are suffering 
through being cut off from their property and not only those 
who came to the United Kingdom "as a result of recent events" 
it would help several hard cases. I suggest we can also 
support the scheme described in paragraphs 10 and 11 of the 
paper. 
3. We have previously seen some objection to compensation 


to Suez Contractors' staff as likely to give rise to 


/ complaints 


complaints from other refugees, but I do not think we need 
press this objection, if the Treasury is now willing. 
assets apart from bank balances, are clothi 

effects and cars, to a total value of £E 500,000. 

people concerned should, however, maintain their claims 
against the Egyptian Government. 

4. As regards the general scheme for advances a, 

assets, I attach the minutes submitted in connexion with 
0.(57)115 (rag {65 : all the considerations set out in that 


apply equally to any scheme on any other basis. 


5. The paper also refers to the organisation to 
administer a scheme to make advances against assets, 
suggests that a special organisation could quickly be set 
up, and that the Foreign Secretary should be answerable 
Parliament for the work. This point is at present the 
subject of correspondence between officials of the Treasury, 


Board of Trade and Foreign Office. It is not strictly an 


operation which arises only out of the conduct of foreign 
= 


policy, and although the] Foreign Compensation Commission, 


for which the Foreign Secretary is responsible, does pay out 
funds, it does so only as a result of agreements with foreign 
Governments on a basis which has already been determined. | 
This would be an entirely different kind of operation. It 
would also not be easy for the Foreign Office to find people 
with the necessary qualifications for this work which would 


Beayove assessing statements of the value of property received. 


(lease 


(W. Godfrey) 
June 5, 1957 
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Tel. No.: WHitehall 8100 


Ext. Wi i HOME OFFICE, 


Our Ref. INT 502/11/10 WHITEHALL, 


Your Ref, J+E+ 1613/60 LONDON, S.W.! 


6th June, 1957. 


Dear Godfrey, 


I enclose a copy of a letter I have sent to Vaulcott 
together with a new draft ot the Trust Deed for the Anglo— 
Egyptian Resettlement Board. As I have explained in ny letter 
to Caulcott, we have not been able to get on with this for 
some time because of the uncertainty of the future extent of 
the Board's activities. But it now seems safe to assume that 
we are just on the verge of completing the final round of 
discussions on this matter and can settle this document. 


You will see that the amendments discussed in your letter 
of LO0th April have been covered on the lines you suggested. 
You will also note that we are also taking steps to cover the 
point in your letter of 20th May about people who have not 
come to the United Kingdom in consequence o* recent events in 
Egypt, but are in need here as a result of being cut otf trom 
their property and tunds in Egypt.. In the discussion we had 
with the Treasury on ‘the possibility of extending the scope 
and scale ot the Board's assistance to retugees we agreed to 
put forward a proposal that the Board's responsibility should 
extend to "any person in this country who is sutiering by being 
cut off from his property and assets as a direct result of #8 
recent events in Egypt". We understand that the Treasury are 
likely to approve this (it is in tact included among some 
proposals being submitted to the Cabinet by the Uhancellor), 
and on that assumption we have made special provision for this . 
class of persons in clause 2(2)(a2)(iii), and have adjusted 
item (1) of the preamble in consequence. I snould be glad 
to heve your contirmation that these changes meet tne point 
you had in mind in your letter of 20th May, and also to have: 


% 
/ary 
W. Godfrey, Esq., 
Foreign Oifice. 


any other observations you may have on the present version of 
the Deed, which we hope will be the final one. 


Yours sincerely, 


[hs lerien 


ze CORY 
TNT 502/12/20 


Dear Caulcott, 


We have et lest dean able te ettemet te comiste the 
proposed Trust Deel fer the Anclo-Teyr tian Recetti ment Board, 
4s I have explained te you, it has for seme time been quite 
iz racticable te proceed with this, with ruch frequent chenges 
in policy effecting the Beoni's responsibility ani the scope 
of its activities; «a Deed of thie itn cannot be amended once 
it hae been onde, ani we could not afford te settie its final 
form until we were reaconably certain that the final extent 
of the Sean's authority for the future hed been settled. 


In bringing the Trust Deed up~tomleate woe have sought to 
cover, on the assumption that it iv sbout to be agreed, the 
point settled between us at our meeting on 22nd May, which is 
recoried es item 2 in the cote of the conclusions of that 
nesting which we sent you (vig, that the Board snould help 
amyone in thie country whe is suffering by being cut off from 
his roperty ami essets as 2 direct result of resent events in 

Egypt). Tite yoint etso sonverns Godfrey, who first raised 
it with us, and I om sending him « cosy of this letter and of 
the draft Deed end secking hie comments aleo. Fould you | 
please look at the revised form of item (1) of the preazble, 
which hes been redrafted se cs te toke in these reople, orivate 
pensioners, and the 1951 officials? In elowe 2(2) (as, 


itens (4a), (444) ond (iv) cre intemied to cover the sane 
three classes of »xople. One point arises on these three 
lest items - whether there should de any | limitetion in then 
to persons now in the United Einglom, There certainly should 
be no such Limitetion in (11), on you have agreed tiset pensioners 
aw ard the United Kingjom say be dexit with, but t we think 

nat, there should perhaps be such a Limitetion for (411) and 


/tiy), 
Te. H. Caulcott, Beqe 


{iv} >» om the groum! thet we camnot be expected to accent ayy 
obligstion te -seple outeide the Unite! Kinedem eaxcent in tre 
especial cese of vensioners, Perhaps we sould have your views 
en this; Godfrey will also wish to comment. 


The Deed is amended in'other respects according te 
decisions we reashed &t our meeting on 15th March, which were 
subsequently epcreved by you in your letters of 22n1 and 27th 
March. (The administrative instructions for estinetes, ote. 
set out in the second of these letters have been accepted by 
the Board, and we are meking the necessary arr. ngonents with 
thea separately.) The sent, clouse . is in the form you 
agreed to replace the origins} clauses § oni 93 the original 
eleusee 3 and 10 hava been deleted. 


Qnee we heve agreed this Deel with you and Gedfray we can 
teke the ueceseury eters te put it before the nerbers of the 
Boeml, The sresent Junsture, when the Dosrd is about ta be 
voted o substenticl inorease in ite cranteinecidd for the 

current year end, we hope, given much greater discretion to 
spend it, is en apsropedate one for »utting to the Boanl this 
prasesal te cive then syoper corporate status. It my of 
course take some tine to secure the agrearent of ell the 
merbers of the Boord. 


We have proceede!? in this matter oi the umleretanding 
that you will still insist on the Board being given corporate 
status; perhaps you would senfirm tale in your reply. 
(Othecwlze, in view of the wey things have gone cince Tebrunry, 
we might feel inclined to leave things es ther were em drop 
the Deed.) 


Yours slmerely, 
(Sgd.) Ay Be Peterson 


is made the 
E Tis RI HONOURABLE 


1957 E 


a id 
Gallen Me? the Secretary of State for 


the Home Ocpartment of the firet part, 
7 


ES BAROM COLYTON,s CalieGey I RIGHT 


Ho. 5S, York Terrace, 
egent’ s Parity Nelele in the county of London, Péqes 
O, Lowndes Street, 

in the eaid county, Mis. ELSA DUNBAR, O,B.E. of 
No. 5S, Halkin #lace, Belgrave Square, &.\¥,.1. in the said 
county and MiSs KATHE LD of Manor Yarm, Woottor 
t.-Lawrence in the county of Southamyton (hereinafter 
referred to as the Board which exyression shall include the 


trustecs for the time being of thia Deed) of the second part 


and £2 


S 

(1) Her Majeaty*s Goverment are desirous of 
providing for the resettlement and otherwise 
for the relief of the distress of certain 
persons formerly resident in kgypt or degenient 

upon Egyptian pensions or resources: 

(8) The parties to these presents are desirous of 
establishing a truat for the puryose of making 
provision for the application and administra- 
tion of such moneys as may be made evailable 
vy "er Majesty's Goverment for the purpose 
aforesaid: a) 


‘D made in consideration of the 


premises & i end it ie hereby agreed and 


declared as follows:~ 


fle 


oara 
1. The Boaré shall be known as the anglo-iigyptian Renatileneny 
and all moneys made available ag aforesaid t the Bward and 
the sroperty for the time being representing the same or 50 
much thereof as shall not have been paid or epslied under any 
trust or power affecting the same (all which property shall 
De~imown as the Anglo-Sgyptian Resettlement fund and is 
hereinafter referred to as the Fund) shall be held uyon the 
trusts ani subject té the powers and provisions of thig De 
2.~ (1) The Puna shall be held upon trust to apply the same 
ag income and at the discretion of the Board subject to and 
in accordance with any general or particular airte tions 
the time being of the Secretary of State for the Home 


Department (hereinafter referred to as the Seeretary of 


(a) in or towards the mainienance education 
training rehabilitation and resettlement 
in the United Kingdom or elsewhere or 
otherwise for the benefit of such persons 
hersinafter specified as may be in need 
oF assistance 
in assisting and promoting co~operation 
amongst persons and associations having 
objects similar to those specified in the 
last preceding paragraph and 
in defvaying expenses incurred in the 
administration of the Puri or otherwise 
in furtherance of the purposes of this 
. Deed, 
(8) the following persons shail be the speeified porsons 
‘or the purposes of this Deed, namely — 
(a) British subjects and the spouses and relicts 
of British subjeéts being persons « 
{4) who having been resident in Egypt 
in the year 1956 chell since being 
so resident have come to the United 
Kingdom or 
who “ere until the thirtieth day 
of seytember 1956 in receipt of or 
deyemient upon any pension payable 
by the Goverment of Egypt or or by a 
person or body of persons in 
which shall have ceased to be paid 
in whole or in part or 


(444) who were on the thirtieth day of 
Septenber 1956 dependent upon assets 
in Egyyt whieh ¢ shold have cease to 


a Ss 


(iv) whose compensntion for iisnigsal 
in the year 1961 from the service 
of the govermont of Baypt was the 
subject of negotiation in the year 
1966 between Her Majesty's Goverment 
and the government of Egypt or 
(v) who fall within eny other class which 
may be prescribed by the Board with 
the consent of the Gecretary of Etate. 
(>) The children spouses relicts and depeniants of 
such persons as aforesaid. 

{(S) Any person who shall have entered the United Kingdom 
in reliance upon a British pasayort or upon an omergeney 
Gocument issued in lieu of a British passport shall be deemed 
to be a British subject for the purposes of this Deed and a 
statement by any perso. shall for the protection of the Board 
be sufficient cvidence of the truth thereof. 

3. ‘The Board may in furtherance of the purjoses of this Deed 
arrange for any suitable person or association to discharge 

any function of the Board in relation to persons hereinbefore 
apecified or any class thereof. 

4, ‘he Board shell with the consent of the Secretary of State 
appoint a person to be their chief officer and as such to carry 
out such work in commection with the day to day administration 
of the Pund and to perform euch other duties as may be assigned 
to hin by the hoard, 

Be The Board may appoint a secretary and other officers and 
servents and acquire premises and do all such other things as 
may be expedient for the proper administration of the Fund. 

6. The Board may enter into any arrangenont with any 
Goverment Department with reference to the administration of 
the Pund or for the purygose of obtaining from any Goverment 
or other sublic authority any richt privilege or assistance 

in comection with the purposes of this Deed, 

%.~ (1) A banking eccount (hereinafter referred to as the No. 1 
account) shall be kept for the guryoses of the Fund with such 
banker as the Board shall from time to time determine and all 
moneys received and belonging to the fund (other than petty 
cash} shall forthwith be paid to the credit of that account. 

(2) Cheques drawn upon the No. 1 account shell be signed 
by mot fewor than two trustees. 

(3) A banking aceount (hereinafter referred to as the 
Mo. 2 account) shall be kept for the purgoses of the fund with 
such banker as the Board may from time to time determine and 
euch voneys as may from time to time be required for the day 

[te 


~iaw 


“to day administration of the Fund shall be paid from the No, 1 
account to the credit of the Hoe © account. 

(4) Cheques drawn upon the No. 2 account aball be signed 
by not fewer than two of such pereons aé the Board may from 
time to time nominate for the puryose, 

8. ‘the Board may invest any moneys for the time being not 
ivmediately required for the purgosea of this Deed in any 
manner authorised by lew for the investzent of trust funde, 
9.~ (i) The power to appoint a new trustee or trustees of 
this Deed shall be vested in the Secretary of State and the 
Seeretvary of State may appoint not more than two persons to 
be additional trustees of this Deed, 

(2) A trustes may at any time by giving notice in writing 
to the Secretary of State retire from the trusts of this Deed 
and the Secretary of State may remove any trustee by giving 
notice in writing in that behalf to the trustee and without 
assigning any reason. 

(3) In the event of any vacancy occurring in the office of 
a trustee whether by death resignation or otherwise the 
Secretary of State may appoint a new trustee to fill the vacanoy 
and shall appoint a new trustee if any vacancy reduces the 
mumber of trustees below three, 

(4) In the event of any trustee being incapabie through 
illness of acting or being absent from the United Kingdom the 
Seeretary of State may appoint a ocraon to act in the place of 
that trustee during the gerioa of his incapacity or absence. 
10, (1) he said Lora Colyton shall be the first chairman of 
the Board and subject thereto the Chairman of the Board shall 
be such trustee of this eed sas the Secretary of State may 
from time to time appoint. 

(2) The Board may act by resolution of a majority of the 
trustecs present ani yoting not being fewer than two. 

Me Ab any time before the expiry of twenty years from the 
death of the last survivor of the descendants now living of 
His late Majesty King George V the Board shall if so required 
by The Treasury by notice in writing apply the Pund or euch 
part thereof as may be syecified in the requisition in or 
towards reyayment of any sume paid to the Board or otherwise 
advanced or expended out of public fumds in furtherance of 
the purposes of thie Deed, 
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@ FOREIGN OFFICE, 


S.Wel1. 
JE 1613/86 June 17, 1957. 
RESTRICTED 


You wrote to Walter Godfrey (for whom I 
am once more standing in) on June 6 forwarding 
a new draft of the Trust Deed for the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board. 


We agree that the amendments and additions 
which have been made to article 2 (2) of the 
Deed entirely meet the points made in Godfrey's 
letter of April 10 and May 20, and can confirm 
that we have no further observations on the 
Deed. 


(Tf. Ww. Garvey) 


A. W. Petersony Esqey MeV.Oey 
Home Office. 
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WoopFOLbs, 


Oaksey, 


June 4th, 


Nr. Macmessury, 


ee 
WiLts,~ 


Dear Sir, JElbIS & 


In preparing an articleit 
newspaper, I wish to refer to the eviction 
of British subjects from Egypt during the 
recent crisis. I should be very much obliged 
if your Department could let me have the 
actual number of British subjects so treated, 
and the approximate dates on which a large 
number of thei arrived in England. 


I enclose a stamped addressed enve@ape 
énd should be very grateful for an early 
reply, if this is not too much trouble. 


Yours truly, 


= 
Cpe tex 


The Chief Press Officer, 
The Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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OUTFILE. 


June 5, 1957-6 


Madam, 


Thank you for your letter of June iby 
regucsting information about the 
subject 
Suez crisise 


Before the Egyp 
mationalise the Suez 


were some 15,000 Br 

Egypte These incl: 

of United Kingdom ori; 

and Cypriot, and smell 

Between July and Novembe 
o * 


British subjec c 

course of evs 

response 

Giplomatiec auth 

Bubjects have left : , 
Of these about 2,5 eived either 
expulsion orders or were invited to 
by the Egyptian authorities. 

the remainder, however, were sub 
forms of indirect pressure: B 
took the form of threats from t 
cases igy 


tod 


3 


/the people 


MPrse Elspeth Huxley, 
Woodfolds, 


the people concerned of their WeSnS of 
and left them no option but to le 

the strict 1 zg of "eviction 

2,500 would 1 : t 

liberal se« 

as 6,000. 


gountry w 
during D 
half of Jz: 
since then 


in Bgypt 
authorities 
between 
probably a nun 
who, althoug 
the Swiss 


5e More 
from the 
Assistance 
with their 
with the a 
have not 
believe 
above my 


Your obedient 


wt w/a 
WoopFoLops, as | 
Oaksey, 


June 7th. 


Nr. Macmessu 


Year Sir, 


I am very uuch obliged to you for your 
prompt and full reply to my enquiry about the 
number of British subjects expelled or otherwise 
forced to leave Egypt since the Suez crisis. 
I think the figures that you have so kindly 
egiven me will be quite adequate for my purpose 
without going into further details with the 
Home Office and N.A.B. 


Thank you agamn. 


Yours sincerely, 


Grett thx Cay. 


D.D. Brown Esq, 
The Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1l. 
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Se A/A 


frat 
MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND NATIONAL SERVICE 
8 ST. JAMES'S SQUARE 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


ee 
With the 


We ake Simretany' €, 


E20 1626/1957 *7th June, 1957. 


Dear Critchley, 


T have received from temeden a wopy of his letter of 
30th Mey to Pitten, covering « petition to the Prime Minister 
from & group of British subjects from Egypt at Eastwood Hostel, 
Rottinghanshire, 


We have made enquiries about the eaployment position at 
the Rostel and I fo not think I cen do better than send you the 
enclosed copy of the report from our Regional Office, 


The position outlined fm the report is symptosmtic of the 
Siffieulties we are up ageinst generally in trying to resettle 
these peeple in suitable eapleyment. Nevertielesa, we have 
mode aan headway: of acme 2,000 British subjects from Kgypt 
whe have registered for euployaent, over 870 have bean placed 
by the Ministry of Labour. Some 460 ere still awaiting placing, 
but included in thie nuuber are soe whe intend to exdprate 
and who are not therefore genwinely seeking work in this 
country. 


= would suggeet thet the reply about euployment metters 
might be on the following linesse 


"with regard to euployment, it is true thet men 
difficalties have to be overcome, but the Ministry of 
Labour are meking unesasing efforts to obtain suitable 


/work 
Te Ae Critchley, Baqe, 
Private Secretary to the Seerstary of State, 
Home Office, 
Whitehall, S.We%. 


work for people evicted from Egypt. The Minister of 

Labour Gisself medie a nation wide eppeal to euployers 

to provide employment opportunities for thea, svi 

this was followed wp by lecal appesls by Henagers of 
nt Exehanges throughout the countrys 

Leré Gelyten, the Chairman of the Anglowiigyptian 

Resettlement Roar!, has aleo made a similar appeal 

to leedere of inéustry and commerce. Over 40 per cont. 

of the British subjects from Hgypt who have registered 

with the Miniotry of Labour nave been placed in aploy~ 

ment by that Departments in addition mony have found 

their oun work. 


“oet British subjects from Egypt ere in the 
Glerical, executive or managerial classes, many of 
whom are seeking exployment as storekeepera = Jods 
which are in short supoly in the United Kingdom end 
for whieh therv is keen cogpetition, Moreover, it 
is not easy to secure offers of exploysent where the 
wages offered are exmensurate with those vhich Britiah 
gubjectke received in isgypt for slallar kind of work. 
4g you yourself’ rewogniat, wages generslly are not se 
high da the Gnited Kingdoa se in Egypt ané uatil the 
British subjects frou Egypt are prepared to agvept 
lower wages and to adjust their idvss to conform te the 
stendard of Living ever here the Giffleaities of obtain- 
ing suiteble employment for them will remoins 


“Employers generally have responded well to the 
appeels mede by the Ministry of Labour and the Anglo» 
Bgyption Resettienent Board but as many of the offers 


fot 


of employment wade have been declined, eaployers tend 
to harden their attitude when approached again on 
behalf of people from Egypt. Further difficulties are 
thet many of thoee stili secking exploymacat are in the 
older age groups end some speak Little or mo English. 


"I fully recognise thet one of the major difficulties 
ie finding private eecoeuodation is «on area where there 
is ewployasat. In an attempt to overcote this, eppeals 
have recently been made to Developacnt Vorporations and 
Local Authorities to provide houses for British subjecta 
from Egypt. The reapoense, so far, has been encouraging 
and the Ministry of Labour are now engaged in finding 
enployment opportunities in the areas where the houses 
are being offered to enable the Sritish subjects te take 
sdvyaentage of them, It is hoped that the provisian of 
this scomedation at resonable rents vill encourage 
many of the British eubjecte from Ngypt to consider 
favourably the Jobe offered them". 

i aw sending copies of this letter to fameden, 
Collier and Laskey, 


Yours sincerely, 


ia: REGIONAL OFFICE REPORT ON EASTWOOD HOSTEL 

< he The number of evacuees taken into Hastwood Hostel has reached a total of 
370. ‘The holding today has come down to 219, including fifty-eight children 
under sixteen years of age. There are sixty-eight who wish to emigrate and who 
are not really interested in working in the U.K., although ten of this number say 
they will consider temporary jobs pending their expected departure, In addition 
to this figure of ten there are twenty-six registrants availeble for employment 
in this country who are awaiting placing. About 75% of thos:registered are over 
fifty-three years of age and have had little experience other then in office work, 
store-keeping or as shop assistants. 


One of the obstacles met with in finding work for the evacuees is the desire 
of the families to remain together, and as many of them now appear to regard the 
hostel as their home they limit their availability to work within daily travelling 
distance of Eastwood. Other factors which render placing difficult are a lack of 
knowledge of the Englieh language end the rather high salaries demanded by 
applicants who qualifications do not always measure up to British standards, and 
the requirements of employers, If a person has any skill he can command the rate 
for the job in the same way that any other applicant can, One man has already 
rejected two offers of £700 a year as an accountant, but another with accountancy 
experience was satisfactorily placed at £600. It would be true to say of the 
evecuees that many still appear to be completely unsettled and unable to make up 
their minis when opportunities of employment arise, Whatever efforts we may make 
to find a place for them we meet with several refusals of work each week and the 
women end younger family members are hesitant when offered employment which might 
mean separation from the head of the family. 


The cumalative total of placings to day is sixty-one and of this mumber 
thirty-three men and five wouen continue to live at the hostel. Men in employ= 
ment are working as fitters, process workers in textiles and as clerks. Some 
of the women have been engaged in textiles and in hospitel work, Those reneining 
unemployed do not have the sae standard of English as those for whom work has 
already been found so thet their prospects are not quite so good. In addition 


to the leckmwof English some of them are physically handicapped in one way or 
another and this, coupled with their ages, renfers placing no easy matter. Sub= 
missions to employment continue to be made at the rate of about twenty 8 week, but 
we are able to place at the rate of only two or three a weeke 


We do not wish to become too involved in welfare questions, but it is mown 
that a working comaittee is functioning to deal with domestic matters at Eastwood. 
One good measure undertaken is the establishuent of an English language class in 
order to encourage the evacuees to improve their Jmowledge of the lenguage and 
the British wey of life. There are, of course, occasional complaints about 
welfare arrengenents, but in general the morale of the evacuees is considered to 
be reasonsbly good. We learned today from Eastwood that there is reason to 
believe the majority of the residents, are not behind Mr, Lagnado in his efforts 
to attract attention to their plight, 


It may be appropriate to mention that the write of the letter addressed 
to the Prime Minister has been submitted to a variety of vacancies, all of which 
he has declined to accepts 


He hea been unsuccessfully submitted to vacancies carrying a salary range 
of £8. 5. Od. to £9. 12s. 6de, with these 


National Coal Board 

Yorkshire Electricity Soard 
Bairnswear Limited 

Central Electricity Authority 
Field Aircraft Services 


E.D.44 submission to London unsuccessful, One employer made the comment 
that Lagnade's educational quelifications were not quite up to the standard he 
cleimed, His particulars have been circulated to eight Exchange Managers in 
the Region and, no doubt, further offers of eaployment will be forthcoming. 
He is a men of thirty-seven years who was eaployed in Egypt with N.A.A.Fele as &@ 
charge-hand end as a store Managers He has also hed varied experience as a clerk 
with H.M, Forces, It would not be any easier to place « local British worker with 
the same qualifications in a post carrying the £12. Ose Ode he demands. 
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE, 


DOWNING STREET, LONDON S.W.1. 
/8 195 7 


Me ffx di 
v1 13 f 


J nwe {4 


Private Secretary to the Secretary of 


for Commonwealth Relations 


. ? 


OUNING STREET. 


SECRET rie ; 
18th June, 1957. 


Reo Jus. bolls, 


hank you for your letwer of 14th Jun 
about. Lord Killearn's motion on "witish refuzees 
from gyple 


ord Nome does not feel that Lord Killearn 


could be persuaded to postpone or to withdraw 


his motion as he has already agresd 

occasions to postpone other motions of this kind 
which he wanted to put on the Order Paper and it 
is unlikely that he would do so yet again. Lord 
Home Delieves, however, that it would be possible 
to get him to take a calm line in the debate if 
the Chancellor could see him, ‘ord Salisbury and 
Lord Lieyd before ithe 27th and impress upon them 
the absolute need to hendle this matter gradually, 


wine this letter it 
of yours and to Hr. 


mminchs 
NM nena 


lsham's Office. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE ES Pw'Q’ 
TEI613/q9.: 
CABINET 3! 
(C(57)142) 
I ISH EVACUBES FROM EGYPT 

This memorandum by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
is to be taken by the Cabinet at noon on Monday, June 2). 
2. The questions raised in the memorandum are not 
primarily the concern of the Foreign Office. 
Be As regards the two items dealt with in paragraphs 4 - 7 
there seems to be no alternative for Ministers but to sit 
tight in Parliament and to tackle Lord Killearn in 
private even though the Egyptians are unlikely so far 
as we can see to do anything to alleviate the lot of the 
evacuees in the near future and indeed are continuing 


to take over the assets in Egypt piecemeal. 


4. Should the matter come up I should be very grateful 


if the Secretary of State could mention to the Chancellor 
that we are looking to the Treasury to take the lead in 
briefing Lord Hailsham for the debate in the Lords on 

June 27 and cannot do more than contribute factual statements 
as to the state of assets in Egypt and progress in filing 
information provided by the owners, It would also be most 
helpful if he could also mention the points made in the 
draft letter from the Chief Clerk to Sir Alexander Johnston 
of the Treasury regarding responsibility for administering 
any scheme of advances against assets in Egypt which 

may eventually be approved by the Cabinet. The draft 


is now with the Secretary of State. 


Kio AP (A. D. M. ieee) 


June 22 
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House of Lords Debate, June 27 


The Treasury are attempting to foist upon the 
Foreign Office the preparation of the brief for the 
Government's reply to Lord Killearn's Motion, the 
text of which is in the paper immediately below. 
Mr. Stratton has been told by the Financial 
Secretary's Private Office that the Treasury are 
expecting the Foreign Office to do this job, and 
that they will not take no for an answer. 


The points are - 


(a) that the Treasury are responsible for the 
Government's refusal so far to accept a 
scheme for advances to British property 
owners: it is up to them to brief 
Ministers to defend their case; 


the running has been made in the Cabinet 
for some time past by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (CC (57) 45th Conclusions at 

flag X). The Treasury have the threads of 
the case in their hand. We do not. 


The Treasury have taken the lead both in the 
Rome negotiations and in the attempt to 
frustrate the logical consequence of their 
breakdown, i.e. that Her Majesty's Government 
will have to do something more for the 
refugees. 


(ad) It was agreed a fortnight ago between 
Lord Hailsham and Lord Gosford that the 
former would reply to Lord Killearn. 


2. We really must not get stuck with doing the 
Treasury's dirty work. I am told that only Sir A. 
Johnson is likely to be able to reverse the Treasury 
attitude. His subordinates are, I find, incommunicado. 
Will you please speak to hin. 


[a 


(I. W. Garvey) 


June 21, 1957. 


Mr. RosS a, etn. Wey. bee. gee 


%. 


MR. GARVEY 


The attached letter seems to be yours. 
I presume you will also arrange to cover the 
debate. 


Bs I attach one or two papers which may be 
useful to you. In particular, we hope that 
Ministers will follow the view expressed in the 
Prime Minister's minute of May 31 (in 

JE 1613/84G) that it would be better if loans 
to British subjects were not related to their 
claims but rather to the need for hardship. 


CAM o> 
J-H.A. Watson 


June 18, 1957. 


eon srs 
At see. ee Oe a 


1a one Kee P.grgqn 


With the Compliments 
of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’ s 


Private Secretary 


TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, 
Ss Wik 


Solin, 


q, f 
JE 1672 9 K 


Wet lila . 
‘4/6 
ith June, 1957 


ior’ Eiliearn has a motion doom im the Eouse of Lords for 
Thavedey, 27th dune in the folloving tena: 


Eingiom resourees admitted clsims pending a just 
end fuil final settlements; «di to move for Papers.” 


Gebinet Jest considered this end reintea quomtionns 
they took gerteda interim cecialona = to extend the 


atti 
€ wi cca 


of the reeerd 
"3% would be deeiveble to defer at least until efter 
: % Govern=- 


. te inoreseting PEGOSULE § ; 
important to convince public opinion in thin country thet 
ise? /the 


De Le GGle, Ttgep Bele 


the Government intended to deal re ee — British 
evacuees from Zgypt, it would be to our adverr to present 
our proposals in such e wey as to avoid rene that 


taining them Maxiznma of compensation pig respect 
of loeses sustained by British subjects." 


If 4% were thought that these interim Cabinet decisions, if 
announced, would constitute ean adequate reply to Lord Killearny 
there would still be the question of when the interim decisions 
should be announced. But it may well bey in view of what 
lerd Eiliearn hss said in the past, that he would not regard then 
ae meeting his points 


when the negotiations with Egypt will be 
say thet it ie for the other to take the 
initiative, A gloomy but tenable view is that nothing will 
happen t£11 the sutum = you conmot, however, predict what the 


/rosalt 


result of this could be a very heavy burden on the Exchequer 
and a weakening of our negotiating position vis-e~vis the 
Egyptians. 


Could Lord Killearn be persuaded to postpone his motion 
on the ground that the holding of a debate would be likely to 
render more difficult the continuing negotiations with Egypt? 


The purpose of this letter is to ask you to consider this 
matter and to suggest that you should submit it to the 
Comnonwealth Secretary, as Leader in the House of Lords, so that 
he may be put in a position to decide what is to be done about 
lord Killearn'’s motion. 


I am copying this letter to Ramsden, Logan and Hyde. 


A.J. COLLIER 


Catting dated ome 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


SUEZ VICTIMS’ LOSSES 


A Question of National Honour 


From Sir EDWARD PEEL 
IR—In Parliament, in the 
S Press and throughout the 
country the plight of British 
nationals expelled from Egypt and 
the failure of the Government to 
redress their wrongs is attracting 
widespread attention. Their pre- 
dicament was graphically de- 
scribed by Col. T M. Moore in his 
letter. 


Indignation and resentment mount 
as the injustices suffered by these 
victims of British policy are 
disclosed 

Many months ago the Prime 
Minister stated that it was a mat- 
ter of national honour to make some 
form of restitution for their losses 
in Egypt. Yet, in spite of this and 
many other announcements from 
ministerial sources of-a _ similar 
nature, nothing has been done about 
compensation, while the Govern- 
ment persistently refuse to admut 
responsibility—moral or otherwise. 

The losses of British subjects are 
not confined to their assets in Egypt. 
Those forcibly expelled find to their 
consternation, on return, that pay- 
ment of their funds, their savings, 
War Loan investments and even 
‘National Savings Certificates (guar- 
anteed British stock) is denied to 
them in Britain. 

As Lord Killearn so pointedly said 
publicly a few days ago, it is “a 
monstrous situation.” It unquestion- 
ably calls for prompt action on the 
part of the Government, for it con- 
cérns not only our national honour 
but our national credit as well. 

The British public is notoriously 
fair-minded and sympathetic to- 
wards the * under-dog”’ and jealous, 
too, of the country’s honour and 
credit. Both are at stake. Lord Hail- 
sham rather suggested in the House 
of Lords that the question of Britain 
meeting her financial obligations 
was one of litigation and legal quib- 
ble, whereas surely it would be the 
duty of British courts to uphold 
both 

The public is clearly dissatisfied 
with the Government's attitude and 
with the treatment of victims of 
their own actions. The pursuing of 
so unfair and unpopular a policy 


towards wronged British subjects 1s 
Surely not the way to win votes at 
by-elections. The Government would 
be well advised to heed in time the 
writing so clearly on the wall 
Yours: faithfully, 
EDWARD PEEL. 
President, British Community in 
London, W.1 Alexandria. 


Sir—With regard to Col [ M. 
Moore's letter on Suez victims, many 
readers must have assumed like me 
during the past months that the 
claim for compensation for the losses 
sustained by those British subjec's 
was so indisputably just that the 
Government must have already 
settled all claims. It was, therefore, 
a shock to read the letter 

Whether the Suez action was right 
or wrong cannot and must not affect 
the issue! What is abundantly clear 
to all of us humble voters is that, 
by the Government action, those un- 
fortunate British citizens lost every- 
thing. They were not asked if they 
were willing to risk all; they were 
not warned of possible consequences; 
they were the completely innocent 
victims of our Government's action. 

That was unavoidable in the cir- 
cumstances and would be all right 
now if that same Government would 
stand on its feet and accept full 
responsibility for its actions, good or 
bad. There can be no. doubt in the 
voters’ minds that the responsibility 
of compensating these people rests 
fairly and squarely with our own 
Government. 

As a steadfast Tory I expected my 
Government to take this step with 
honour and justice, but what do I 
now learn? “ There can be no ques- 
tion of her Mayesty’s Government 
paying compensation for losses 
which may have been inflicted bv 
the Egyptian authorities.” 

Such an attitude would almost be 
laughable if it were not so tragic 
for those concerned and so utterly 
naive ! What did her Majesty's 
Government expect the Egyptian 
authorities to do when British bombs 
were dropping and British armies 
were marching (no matter how 
rightly) into the country? Present 
the British citizens with a bonus? 

Yours faithfully, 
MARGARET L. RUSSELL. 
Hawick, Roxburgh. 
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On the basis of the information 
provided by Paris, I have made a rough 
comparison of what the French are doing 
for their refugees with our own 
performance. 


2. When Paris reported in March, they 
informed us that the French were paying 
daily allowances (Fr.800 for an adult 

and Fr.500 for a child), and that a 
scheme had been evolved for making grants 
at the rate of Fr.250,000 for heads of 
families, 100,000 for adult dependants 
and 50,000 for children. The scheme had 
not however been implemented except in 
the case of the school teachers. Though 
reports had appeared in the Press that a 
scheme for making advances against assets 
was in preparation, no such scheme was 
ever announced, and Government intentions 
in this connection were very vague. 


3. The latest information from Paris 
provides the following information: 


(a) The French are reported to have paid 
out the equivalent of about £661,000 
to the five thousand refugees who 
qualify for assistance, 


The Government have agreed to put 
the equivalent of £1,200,000 at the 
disposal of refugees, thoug 

money has not yet been ea 

This will be split into: 


i. £350,000 (app.) for lump sums to 
refugees in veer of maintenance 
grants, at the rate of about 
£100 per heads of family and 
&50 for wives and children, 


£450,000 (app.) to be made available 
as loans, to assist people in 
getting accommodation, or 
starting a business, 


£00,000 (app.) to ve aiviced devpeled 
apparently to grants for specific 
purposes such as relief of 
pensioners, the payment of travel 
expenses and indemnities for 
teachers. 
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Anything left over from the credit 
will be used to meet cases of expecial need. 


lies It looks therefore as though the 
French will be making in all some 
£1,880,000 available for the relief of 
refugees. We do not know that this is 
all that the French Government have spent 
in this connection, but it is probably 
the best figure we can expect. 


oe /5, 
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Minutes 


5. The assistance provided by H.l. 
Government falls under several headings: 


(a) Travel expenses and maintenance 
in foreign countries, paid i E 
Consular Offic S, OF Ani $4 
Taerige 6 tn (tise; ¢ 

(b) Money spent by the Home Office on 
running hostels and maintaining 
the refugees there between November 
1956 and March of this year, 


Money provided by H.M. Government 
for the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society 
for the same period, 


The cost of the Anglo-— 
Resettlement Board. 


As regards (a) some £150,000 was 
spent on repatriation expenses between 
November and the end of March, and about 
£140,000 on providing subsistence and 
relief in the same period. The Swiss 
have estimated that they will need about 
£90,000 in the June quarter. 


As regards (b) the figure is about 
£375,000. 


As regards (c) the grant in aid to 
the A.E.A.S. was £100,000 of which 
£70,000 was transferred to the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board in March. 
The Treasury are, however, paying an 
additional £50,000 to the A.E.A.S. this 
month to cover further expenditure which 
they incurred. A.E.A.S. expenditure on 
behalf of refugees therefore totalled 
£80,000. 


As regards (a) in current 
financial year, ti A.E B. have spent 
£600,000, and estimate that their 
expenditure is running at the rate of 
£280,000 a month. In the month of 
March they spent the £70,000 received 
from the Home Office vote plus £35,000 
on the payment of pensions. Estimated 
expenditure on refugees up to the end 
of June therefore totals: 


& 
(a) 380,000 
(b) 375,000 
(¢) 80,000 
(a) 70, 000 


35,000 
600, 000 


€1,540,000 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN 
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ALLOCATION 
| D'UNE INDEMNITE FORFAITAIRE. 
‘AUX REFUGIES D'EGYPTE 


Le ministere des affaires étrangéres et le 

| ministére des finances, en accord avec les 

parlementaires représentant les Francaig de 

Yétranger, et l’Association-des biens et in- 

téréts_en Egypte, ont adopté dé nouvelles 

| dispositions concernant le problame des ré- 

dugiés, en allouant & ceux-ci tine indeminité 

forlaitaire, mettant fin & partir du 1°* juil- 

Jet au systéme des allocations mensuelles, 
apprend-on de source autorisée. 


Un crédit de 1 milliard 200 millions de 
francs serait mis & la disposition de cing 
mille réfugiés pour leur reclassement. Sur 
ces crédits 350 millions seront consacrés & 
Jc liquidation des allocations mensuelles, 
450 millions & des préts d‘honneur qux 1 
fugiés qui seraient désireux de s‘inslaller 
et de se recaser, et 400 millions a un fonds 
spécial pour les cas d'extréme urgence. 

D'autre part, un projet de loi sera déposé 
qui accordera & ces réfugiés les’ mémes | 
G@vantages sociaux qu’aux autres Frangais. | 

Depuis les événements d'Egyptevau 15 | 
juin 1956, 661 millions de francs ont été-ver- 

| sés a cing mille rétugiés. Sept mille trois 
cents réfugiés ont quitté Egypte depuis oc- 
fobre 1956, Mais sur ce nombre, treize cents 
appartiennent & la Compagnie du canal de 
Suez et mille réfugiés n‘ont aucun motif de | 
solliciter l'aide du gouvernement, 


J FOREIGN OFFICE, 


S.W.1. 
June 27, 1957. 


by) 2 


(C.8.119) 
RESTRICTED 


Dear Chancery, 


Le Monde of June 25 has a paragraph entitled 
"Allocation d'une indemnité forfaitaire aux réfugiés 
d'Egypte" describing new arrangements announced by 
the French Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of 
Finanee for paying compensation to French refugees 
from Egypt. These arrangements are of special 
interest to us since, as you know, the same problem 
exists here, and anything that the French Government 
does tends bo be quoted to us in support of further 
demands that Her Majesty's Government should do more. 


2. Could you kindly obtain and let us have as soon 
as possible full particulars of the new arrangements. 


3. We are, in particular, interested to know whether 
the payments contemplated are in the nature of relief 
paid on the basis of need, or whether they represent 
compensation payable in respect of losses, or again 
advances by the French Government on the security of 
eventual compensation which the refugees may extract 
from the Egyptians. In general, anything that you 
can tell us of the French Government's policy in 
dealing with this question will be of interest. 


Yours ever, 


AFRICAN DEPARTM 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
PARIS. 


RESTRICTED BRITISH EMBASSY, ~ 
eae t 


(4611/32/57) \ PARIS. 
« E (43a uly 2, 1957. 


Dear Department, 


In your letter CS119 of June 27 you asked us to find out 
particulars of new arrangements recently announced by the 
French Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Finance for paying 
compensation to French refugees from Egypt. 


2. We enclose the cutting from Le Monde for June 25 to which 
you refer. The Quai d'Orsay confirm that it is generally 
correct. It has been agreed that a sum of 1,200 million francs 
should be put at the disposal of the refugees, though not all 
the money has yet been collected. Of this sum 550 millions 
will be devoted to lump payments (100,000 francs for heads of 
family and 50,000 francs to wives and children) to those of 
the refugees who have not yet succeeded in finding employment. 
These lump payments will put an end to the allowances that — 
as described in paragraph 3 of our letter of March 7 - have so 
far been paid. FE eae 
1O13f50 (4 
3. As reported by Le Monde, a further 450 millions will be set 
aside for “préts d'honneur" to refugees who need advances to set 
themselves up in shops or professions and to provide themselves 
with accommodation. These loans will be repayable either out 
of future earnings in France or from any compensation that may 
ultimately be paid by the Egyptian Government. A Commission, 
including officials of the various departments concerned, will 
be set up to decide which cases are most deserving of this help. 


ls Finally the remaining 400 millions will be devoted to 

various purposes - the relief of pensioners, the payment of 

voyage expenses and indemnities for teachers. What is left over 
will constitute the special fund for cases of extreme need 
mentioned by Le Monde. The first claim on this fund will 
apparently be from refugees who have not so far received any 
assistance, because they found some employment (however inadequate) 
directly after their arrival in France. 


5. The Quai d'Orsay would be grateful for any information we 

can give them about our own plans. Their refugees naturally 
follow what is happening in England as closely as our refugees 
watch the situation here. Could you possibly let us have a 

brief account of the measures that have been taken by Her Majesty's 
Government to assist British repatriatesfrom Egypt? When handing 
this over to the French we could ask them for any further 
information you may need about the plans we have outlined above. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Loe 2/4 


African Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S-Wete 


D sciract from "Le Monde" of June 25, 1957 
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_ D'UNE INDEMNITE FORFAITAIRE - 
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Le ministére des affaires étrangéres et Je 
ministére des finances, en accord avec les 
Pparlementaires représentant les Francais de 
Yétranger, et I'Association des biens et in- 
téréis en Egypte, ont adopté de nouvelles 
dispositions concernant Je probleme des ré- 
fugiés, en allouant’ & ceux-ci ‘une indemnité 
foricitaire, mettant fin & partir du 1 juil- 
let au systéme des allocations mensuelles, 
‘@pprend-on de source autorisée. 

Un crédit de 1 milliard 200 millions de 
froncs serait mis & la disposition de cing 
mille réfugiés pour leur teclassement. Sur 
ces crédits 350 millions seront consacrés & 
Ja liquidation des allocations mensuelles, | 
450 millions & des préts d'honneur aux ré- 
dugiés qui seraient désireux de s'installer 
et de se recaser, et 400 millions & un fonds 
spécicl pour les cas d’extréme urgence. 

. Dautre part, un projet de loi sera déposé 
qui accordera’& ces réfugiés les mémes 
@vantages sociaux qu’aux autres Francais. 

Depuis les événements d’Egypte au 15 
Juin 1956, 661 millions de francs ont été ver- 
®és a cing mille réfugiés. Sept mille trois 
cents réfugiés ont quitté I'Egypte depuis oc- 
tobre 1956. Mais sur ce nombre, treize cents 
ppartiennent & la Compagnie du canal de 
Suez et mille réfugiés n‘ont aucun motif de 
Bolliciter l'aide du gouvernement, ~ 
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(JE 1613/92) FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
CONFIDENTIAL July 25, 1957. 


Dear Chancery, 


We were grateful for your letter of July 2 (1611/32/57) 
explaining what steps the French Government have taken to 
assist French refugees from Egypt. 


2. As we understand the position, the French would appear 
to have made a sum of roughly £1,880, 000 available for the 
relief of refugees, taking into account the Frs. 661 million 
which has, according to the "Le Monde" article already been 
paid out on this account. (It-may of course be that the sum 
of Frs. 1,200 million mentioned in your letter covers amounts 
already paid out, but we have assumed that it was additional. ) 


3. The assistance provided by Her Majesty's Government to 
British refugees has fallen under the following headings: 


(a) Travel expenses and maintenance in foreign 
countries paid through the Swiss authorities in 
Cairo, or by Her Majesty's Consular Officers 
abroad; 


(b) money spent by the Home Office on running hostels 
and maintaining refugees there between November 
1956 and March of this year, when the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board took.over this task; 


(c) money provided by Her Majesty's Government for 
the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society, who provided 
help for refugees outside the Government hostels 
during the same period; and 


(a) the cost to date of the Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement 
Board. 


Expenditure under the above headings up to the end of June 
was: 


(a) 380-000 
(b) 375,000 
(c) 80,000 
(a) 705,000 


ee 


Total: 1,540,000 


Note: 


(a) also includes money spent by the Swiss authorities 
in Cairo on maintenance grants to British subjects who have 
remained in Egypt,\but this figure cannot conveniently be 
extracted. 


/h. 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Paris. 


he The operations of the Board during the above period are 
to be covered in a report, prepared as a result of suggestions 
in Parliament, which is expected to be published before the end 
of the month. We will send you a copy but their functions 
have recently been considerably extended. 


5s As you will have seen from Hansard and from the Press, the 
Secretary of State announced on July 15, that the Resettlement 
Board were now béing authorised to make ex atia loans to 
refugees on the basis of certain categories of assets which they 
had left in Egypt and had declared to the Foreign Office. The 
introduction of this scheme has obviously transfcrmed the 
operations of the Board, which have so far been directed to the 
relief and resettlement of refugees, to which end they have 
provided maintenance allowances, grants and loans for specific 
purposes, generally related to the refugees’ needs. They 
have also (as will be seen from the report which we hope to 
send you shortly) assisted refugees who wished to emigrate to 
Co omonwealth countries. The new scheme does not mean the end 
of the other kinds of relief operation} but, in the future, 
refugees will, broadly speaking, have to make the choice between 
accepting relief leading to resettlement, or taking a loan 
against their reckonable assets. All this makes it difficult 
to forecast what the Board's financial commitments will amount 
to, but their immediate expenditure will obviously rise very 
stee . Their provisional estimate for the financial year 
1957/5 was for £35,500,000, of which £1 million was intended 
for the "advances against assets" scheme. The balance of the 
estimate was based on their expenditure up to the end of 

June, which was running at the rate of about £200,000 a month. 
It is clear that the loans scheme is likely to call for much 
heavier expenditure than has already been budgeted for, and 
could easily involve a total of some £5 million, if the 
majority of eligible refugees decide to avail themselves of it - 
and those with considerable assets in Egypt are almost certain 
to do so. Though nearly 2,000 of the refugees have declared 
assets worth less than £2,000, there is a considerable number 
of refugees with very substential declared assets, and over 

300 whose declarations passed the £20,000 mark, and who 
therefore qualify for loans of £5,000, 


6. If there are any points of detail on which you would like 
further information, you will no doubt let us know. In 
discussing the loans scheme with the French, you should make 

it clear that these sums are being paid ex gratia on the 

basis of the hardship occasioned to refugees by their separation 


from their assets, and in no way involve a payment on account 
of such claims as they may have against the Egyptian Government. 
Beneficiaries are to sign a statement promising to refund the 
loan as and when they receive a return from the Egyptian 
Government on account of such claims. 


Yours ever, 


AFRICAN DEPARTMENT. 
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Seilele 


July 19, 1997. 


Sir, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Lioyd to 
reply to your letter of the 11th of July about 
& maternity benefit of £10 in respect of your 
son born in England. 


I regret to inform you that this is a 
matter whieh does not come within the competence 
of tho Foreign Offices 


In view of your having sent a copy of your 
letter to the Anglo-"gyptian Resettlement Board, 
I am sending a copy of this letter to the Board 
who will doubtless inform you if there is any 
action whieh they can take. 


I am 


Sits 
Your obedient Servant, 


HJ LESE 


G. Mieallef, ESqe 
Industrial Hostel, 
Derby Road 

Eastwood, 
Nottingham. 
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CONFIDENTIAL y my en TISH [EMBASSY, 
—eo { G6, 
(1611/39/57) J Is. 


July 31,1957 


Thank you very much for your letter JH 1613/92 of 
July 25 about assistance provided by Her Majesty's Government 
to British refugees from Egypt. 


26 We have given this information to the administrative 
department concerned at the Quai d'Orsay, who were glad to 
have it. M. de Chambrun, who had supplied us with the 
material on which our letter of July 2 was based, wid that 
the French Government had so far paid out the following sums 
to their refugees:- 


(a) To French nationals still in Egypt, through Swiss 
channels ... 200 million francs. 


(b) To refugees in France up till May 1 ... 671 million frs. 
(c) Lump payments to refugees who had not yet succeeded in 
finding employment (paragraph 2 of our letter of 
July 2) «-- 350 million frs. 
(a) Continued payment of allowances, pending the lump 
payments mentioned above, in May and early June 
eee 159 million frs. 


(e) For travel expenses, relief of pensioners, etc.... 
53 million frs. 


(f) Indemnities for feachers ee. 90 million frs. 
(g) To French refugees outside France ... 20 million frs. 
Total ... 1,543 million frs. 
The following sums have been allocated but not yet spent:—- 


(a) For the loans mentioned in paragraph 3 of our letter of 
July 2 e.- 450 million frs. 


(bo) For the Special Reserve Fund mentioned in paragraph 4 
of our letter of July 2 ... 78 million frs. 


(N.B, the 400 million francs mentioned ~~ eee of o 
da 


4 ur 
letter of July 2 includes (b) above and » (e), (f) and (g) 


in paragraph 2.) 


Ke It seems therefore that, up-to-date, the French have 
spent almost exactly the same amount as us on their refugees, 
but that their future expenditure is likely to be very much 
less, There are officially reckoned to be 6,000 French 
refugees from Egypt of whom 1,000 have not yet claimed any 
assistance. (This figure excludes the 1,400 refugees who have 
been a charge on the Suez Canal Company. ) M. de Chambrun asked 
what the equivalent figures were in Great Britain. We do not 
k seem to have on record here the total number of British 

//rerugess from Egypt. If youcould let us have this some time, 

for transmission to the Quai, we should be very grateful. 


De 
African Department, 


Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.t. 


PEGEIVED INC 
47 AUG. 1957 


5. Incidentally M. de Chambrun asked - though he said it was 
not really his business - whether we were making any progress in 
negotiations with the Egyptian Government about the 
desequestration of private British assets in Egypt. He said 
that he hoped that, if we were ever in sight of any agreement 
about this, we would do what we could for French interests at the 
same time. British and French private interests in Egypt had 
after all been inextricably mixed in many cases, and the position 
in which these interests now were was the result of our joint 
intervention in Egypt. The British bargaining position was 
considerably stronger than the French because of the blocked 
Egyptian balances in London; but the French had some cards to 
play, such as their readiness or not to buy Egyptian cotton. 

If the two countries could pool their bargaining assets they 
might manage to secure a settlement satisfactory to both of them. 
We were politely non-committal in face of these rather trans- 
parent, though understandable, tactics. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 
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si 1613/96) FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


CONFIDENTIAL August 8, 1957. 


Dear Chancery, 


Thank you for your letter 1611/39/57 of July 31 
and for the interesting details supplied by Monsieur 
de Chambrun of the amounts which the French 
Government have so far paid out to their refugees 
from Egypt. 


2 We have sent you separately by bag a copy of 
the progess report recently issued by the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board on the work of the Board 
up to duly 25. 


3e As regards your paragraph h, th 
received from the Swiss auth 
November 18, 1956 to May 31, 
nationals left Egypt. 


hy We shall keep the French informed about the fact- 


finding mission to Egypt (our telegr. « 3255 Saving 
to Washington) and about any resumption of the Rome 
talks, 


Yours ever 


AFRICAN DEPARTM 


The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
Paris, 


FROM 
peicke J iLfack«, 
0, Dorimany Stat 
en 
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M4576 51536—IA 


‘to , Botoning Dtreet, 
ie IG] >| if, faiepa. 


August 1, 1957. 


I enclose a self-explanatory letter, 
together with a cheque for £2 from a lady 
who wishes this to be a contribution to 
the fund for British Refugees from Egypt. 
Perhaps you would arrange for the right 


people to get the money. 


Oo me 


Pol 


R.J. Langridge, Hsq., 
Foreign Office. 


10, Downing Street, 
S.W.1. 


August 1, 1957, 


Dear Madam, 

I write on behalf of the Prime Minister 
to thank you warmly for your generous 
Contribution to the fund in aid of the British 
Refugees from Egypt. The Prime Minister 
has caused this to be forwarded to the 
appropriate quarter, 

Yours truly, 


(SGD.) P.F. DE ZULUETA 


Mrs. Woodyer. 
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Jz 1613/97 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 


SeWVete 


August Gs 1957s 


Sir, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Lloyd te 
forward to you the enelosed cheque for £2 which 
has been sent to the Prime Minister by Mrs. Anne 
Woodyer, of 13, Swallowecliffe Gardens, Yeovil, 
Somerset, as a contribution to the fund for 
British Refugees from Egypte 


Mr8e Woodyer has been thanked for her 
contribution by the Prime Minister's office, but 
you will no doubt wish to send her a formal 
receipt for the cheques 


I am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Sued, 
TE Pre Oty. 


The Honorary Treasurer» 
Anglo-hgyptian Aid Society, 
5, York Terrace, 
Regent's Park, 
Nelete 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AID SOCIETY 


? (Founded in 1935) 
Patron: The Rt. Hon. Lord Lloyd of Dolobran 


Chairman : 
R. CLare Martin 


Welfare Officer: 


Mrs. D. Sweet-ESCcorTt, M.B.E. eiviS/4 1 REGENT’S PARK, 


5 YORK TERRACE, 


A) LONDON, N.W.1 


Hon. Treasurer : 
R. R. BREWIS, M.B.E., M.C., C.A. 


Secretary: pHone: HUNTER 9834/7 
A. R, Gopwin 
Appeals C/206/30 12th August 1957 
Ref, JE/1613/97 


Our Ref. No 


The Under-Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, 
LONDON, S.Wel. 


Dear Sir, 

I write to thank you for forwarding to the 
Society the cheque for £2,0,0. contributed 
by Mrs. Anne Woodysr of 15 Swallowcliffe 
Gardens, Yeovil, Somerset to aid our work. 


Our official receipt has been sent to 
Mrs. Woodyer. 


Yours faithfully, 
For ANGLO-EGYPTIAN AID SOCIETY, 


U. ©. ThLoposn 


Appeals Department. 


13 AUG 1957 
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The first Progress Report of the Anglo- 
Egyptian Resettlement Board within, describes the 
work done by the Board from its inception on 
February 5th up to the middle of July in deali: 
with the needs of 6,0U0 British evacuees from 
Egypt. 


25 3,000 of these were already accommodated in 
hostels when the Board took over responsibility 

for their welfare in February. About 700 of them 
have since been assisted to find outside 
accommodation, and panels have been set up, 
representing local commercial and voluntary interests, 
to help individual refugees to find work and homes. 


Be The Board is at present paying maintenance to 
about 550 families not in hostels, and are supplement-— 
ing. the wages of 170 others. Resettlement grants 
are being made for clothing and other needs of 
refugees. Grants of nearly £50,000 have been made 
towards the purchase of homes and furniture, 
£190,000 on personal allowances and £22,000 on 
resettlement. Grants or loans have also been made 
to help refugees establish themselves in business. 
About 900 have been placed in work and another 200 
have themselves found employment. 550 have been 
assisted to emigrate and over a 1,000 others hope 
to go to Australia, with assistance from the Board. 
Facilities have also been afforded to enable 
children to continue their education. 


he Nearly £665,000 had been expended hy theBoard 
up to the middle of July and current expenditure is 


oibet erate of £200,000 a month. This will 


/ increase 
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Progress Report 
by 
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Resettlement Board 
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PROGRESS REPORT BY 
THE ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RESETTLEMENT BOARD: 


JULY 1957 


1. We were appointed on Sth February, 1957, to co-ordinate all the work 
being done to assist British subjects from Egypt including the running of 
the hostels and the giving of financial help. At that time about 4,000 
people had arrived from Egypt and evacuees continued to arrive at the rate 
of 200-250 a week. They were being met by officers of the National 
Assistance Board and British Red Cross Society and the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade, and those who had nowhere else to go were taken to Government 
hostels, some of which were run by the National Assistance Board while 
others were managed by the British Red Cross Society and St. John 
Ambulance Brigade on behalf of the Government. The Anglo-Egyptian Aid 
Society had been dealing with a large number of evacuees who were not 
resident in hostels, and they had been paying allowances to those in need 
and helping others to resettle in this country or to emigrate. On 25th 
February we took over this work from the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society 
and so assumed as from that date, full responsibility for dealing with the 
immediate needs of British refugees from Egypt. It is difficult to give a 
precise figure, because a number of people who had roots in this country 
were able to re-establish themselves here soon after they arrived ; but it is 
probable that over 6,000 evacuees have by now arrived. 


2. We received certain general directions from the Government which 
left us with a wide measure of discretion in paying maintenance allowances. 
We are not, however, concerned with any question of compensation to 
British subjects evicted from Egypt. Our task is resettlement, not restitution, 
and we cannot, save fortuitously, restore evacuees to their former way of 
life. Our first task was to deal with the immediate needs of our fellow 
subjects from Egypt by providing hostel accommodation or paying main- 
tenance allowances to those who were in other accommodation and in need 
of financial help. As a matter of great urgency staff were lent to the Board 
from the Home Office and other Government Departments, a number of 
officers of the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society joined us and other members of 
the staff were recruited from among British subjects from Egypt and from 
other sources. In the early days a third of the staff had come directly 
from Egypt or had had previous experience of that country and so were 
familiar with the problems with which evacuees were faced in adapting 
themselves to the way of life in this country. (We are very glad to say 
that some of our staff who came from Egypt are now leaving the Board’s 
service for more permanent jobs in the course of resettling themselves.) 


Hostels 


3. Some 3,000 were already accommodated in hostels which were opened 
and managed by the National Assistance Board or by the British Red Cross 
Society or St. John Ambulance Brigade on an agency basis. The Board 
assumed full responsibility, including financial responsibility, for all hostels 
on Ist April, 1957, when the National Assistance Board handed over the 
five hostels formerly in its charge. The staffs engaged in the day-to-day 
management of the hostels for the National Assistance Board were lent 
to the Resettlement Board so that the smooth handover of the hostels was 
assured and we have been able to benefit from the continued services of these 
experienced and patient officers. The National Council of Social Service set 
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up Citizens’ Advice Bureaux in each of the hostels and have appointed 
experienced workers to deal with the resettlement and other personal problems 
of the residents. These officers are attached to the staffs of the local Councils 
of Social Service (or other appropriate body) and so can make available at the 
hostels the full resources of the neighbourhood in the voluntary and statutory 
social work fields. In all hostels members of the Women’s Voluntary Service 
are very active in undertaking welfare work of all kinds, in arranging to 
distribute clothing and in arranging work parties for the women residents 
at which they can learn about domestic life in this country. Members of the 
Board have visited hostels to see for themselves the problems of evacuees. 
The number now living in hostels run by the Board is about 2,300 and in 
view of the number of vacancies in the hostels, the drop in arrivals and the 
estimated effects of wastage through resettlement or emigration, we have 
decided to close three hostels by the beginning of October ; any residents who 
have not resettled themselves in homes of their own by then will be transferred 
to the remaining hostels. As the numbers in the hostels progressively decrease 
the position will be reviewed and further hostels can be closed. 


4. The Board are anxious to help people to leave the hostels for private 
accommodation as soon as possible and some progress is being made. The 
number in residence has fallen by 700 since the end of March. About 
300 persons resident in hostels are in regular work while a further 70 are 
lodging outside while their families remain temporarily in hostels. Every 
effort is being made to enable them to find permanent accommodation for 
themselves and their families. 


5. In order to ensure the most effective arrangements for the welfare of 
those in hostels and for their final resettlement, consultative committees 
composed of various local interests have been formed for each hostel ; 
we should like to take this opportunity of paying tribute to the public spirited 
persons who are actively serving on these committees and using the resources 
of local organisations to help our fellow subjects from Egypt. We are also 
introducing further arrangements whereby panels, representing local com- 
mercial or voluntary interests, will do all they can to help individual refugees 
who have so far been unable to find congenial jobs, to find work and 
accommodation, and to refer to the Board those who cannot be helped by 
local action and for whom something more needs to be done. 


Maintenance of those outside hostels 


6. When the Board’s offices opened we were receiving about 400 callers 
a week and our staff were constantly dealing with the payment of maintenance 
allowances to those in need and giving advice on the many problems with 
which evacuees were concerned. In paying maintenance allowances individual 
cases are dealt with on merit and we are not tied to any existing scale of 
payments although we have had general guidance from the Government. 
But we are here to deal with need and allowances cannot be geared to fit 
former standards of living in Egypt or to take account of the income or 
assets formerly enjoyed by applicants. Nevertheless, a liberal conception of 
need is held and we have not required evacuees to divest themselves of savings 
or assets they had in this country before helping them with maintenance 
allowances to meet their living expenses. We are at present paying 
maintenance to about 550 families, and in addition, we are supplementing the 
wages of about 170 who have found work but who need some further 
temporary help to establish themselves firmly in what is to many of them a 
strange country. In some cases these persons have not yet been able to find 
permanent accommodation at a reasonable rent which they can meet from 
from their wages. 


7. During March we received further directions from the Government 
authorising us to pay resettlement grants to British subjects from Egypt who 
were in need of them. These grants are related to specific purposes. We are 
authorized to make a personal allowance for clothing and other personal 
needs at the rate of £50 for an adult and £25 for a child. We can help a 
man who has found work and has been accepted for a mortgage by a 
building society or insurance company with a grant towards the deposit on 
a house. We were authorized to make grants to help people to buy essential 
furniture and to make grants for tools and equipment for a professional 
man or craftsman. We were also authorized to make grants or loans to 
those whose most appropriate means of resettlement would be to establish 
themselves in a business in this country, which will help a small minority 
of the refugees. In the current financial year up to the middle of July, 
we have made grants amounting to nearly £50,000 towards homes and 
furniture, about £190,000 on personal allowances, and about £22,000 on other 
resettlement grants. These grants represent personal allowances to 4,800 
persons, nearly 60 grants towards house purchase and 230 grants for 
furniture. We have made 15 grants or loans to help people to establish 
themselves in business. The Women’s Voluntary Service have helped the 
Board and evacuee families by visiting them and advising on their needs, 
in connection with both maintenance payments and furnishing grants. They 
and the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux have always been ready to advise evacuees 
where necessary on the best outlay of furnishing grants or grants for 
clothing. 

8. We have recently been authorized to make a combined accommodation 
and furniture grant to a refugee who has found regular work and will be 
able to support his family to enable him to find and furnish permanent 
accommodation. This means that a man does not have to be negotiating for 
a particular house before he can receive this help. This would be his final 
resettlement grant and may amount to between £750 and £1,000 for a family. 
It will be for the evacuee, with the advice and help of the Board and the 
various organizations in the field such as the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux and 
the Women’s Voluntary Service, to decide how best to use this terminal 
grant for the resettlement of his family. We hope that this will make for 
the speedier resettlement of refugees who have found work but who have so 
far been unable to find satisfactory permanent accommodation. 


9. In the current financial year we had, by mid-July, spent nearly £665,000, 
of which about £270,000 has been spent on the maintenance of refugees in 
hostels or outside. Our current expenditure is at the rate of nearly £200,000 
a month. As evacuees increasingly settle in jobs and find private accom- 
modation, more and more expenditure will be on resettlement and less on 
maintenance allowances and hostel costs. The problem of dealing with 
elementary need has- now settled down and the emphasis on resettlement 
is increasing. 

Details of our expenditure during the current financial year up to the 
end of June are contained in the Appendix to this report. 


Resettlement Grants 


Employment 
10. The main needs of the refugees are still to find jobs and homes. Here 
we work in the closest co-operation with the Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, who have so far placed nearly 900 people in work while 
about a further 400 are registered for employment. In addition, others 
(probably well over 200) have found work through their own efforts, or 
through their former employers, or with the help of the Board or voluntary 
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societies. I made an early appeal to individual leaders of business and 
industry on behalf of evacuees, and this has had a helpful response. We 
introduced arrangements in hostels whereby those who had prospects of 
work in London or other towns might receive the cost of fares, subsistence 
and lodging allowances for a few days. Personal interviews are frequently 
more helpful in getting jobs than written applications, and these arrangements 
have done a great deal of good. 


11. It may not, of course, be possible for all people to get the kind of 
jobs they want, or to command in this country the salary they had abroad. 
This is difficult for some of them to understand but they are not unrealistic 
and are beginning to accept the fact that for some of them it will not be 
possible to obtain posts commensurate with those they had to leave behind. 
In some cases evacuees have, understandably, not appreciated that the 
wages offered for work must be viewed against the background of social 
benefits in this country, and not compared £ for £ with the wages paid for 
comparable jobs in Egypt. As they come to understand our way of life, 
these things fall into perspective; we are arranging for talks to be given 
in hostels on social conditions and customs in this country in order to help 
in the general process of integration into our community, and the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureaux Committee have produced a leaflet to guide evacuees on 
household budgeting in this country. 


Housing 


12. As we have indicated above, a number of persons who have found 
work are buying their own houses. Other people are living in rented 
accommodation which in many cases can provide only temporary homes 
for them. We are pursuing other courses to try to find permanent homes 
for evacuees from Egypt and we have authority to offer a donation of up 
to £300 to local authorities or housing associations prepared to make rented 
accommodation available to tenants nominated by the Board. The response 
to this offer, which the Board was recently given authority to make, has 
been encouraging but one of the difficulties is to link an offer of accommoda- 
tion with a job in the area for which a suitable British subject from Egypt 
can be found. This is rather a slow process, but we hope that in time 
a good number of families will be housed and placed in regular employment 
through these arrangements, in which the assistance of the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service is invaluable. Offers of accommodation 
are being received from New Towns where, again, evacuees must be found 
work in the area. 


Care of the Aged 


13. One of the difficult residual problems will be presented by the number 
of elderly evacuees, some of whom will not be able to resettle in this 
country with friends or relatives. We are actively considering the best solution 
to their problem in conjunction with the voluntary organizations and with 
the Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society. Certain schemes are being considered 
but it is too soon yet to say what measures or combination of measures 
will be adopted. We attach great importance, however, to helping elderly 
evacuees to settle down with their friends or relatives in this country 
if this is humanly possible, and we regard resettlement through special old 
people’s homes as appropriate only where it is impossible for elderly persons 
to be placed in normal family accommodation. 


Family Allowances 


14. We have authority to pay family allowances to British subjects from 
Egypt who are in work and resident outside hostels until the time they 
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qualify for family allowances under the normal statutory provisions of this 
country. Where one of the parents was born in this country, statutory quali- 
fication comes after six months’ residence; where both the parents were 
born outside the United Kingdom, the qualifying period is twelve months’ 
residence. 

Education 


15. A number of parents compelled to leave Egypt as a result of recent 
events had already incurred educational commitments in this country before 
the Suez crisis. We have authority to make advances to these parents to 
enable them to continue to keep their children at fee-paying schools and we 
are dealing with fifty cases of this kind. We are glad to say that the 
Government has recently extended our authority to make advances for 
existing commitments so as to cover the next academic year. We have no 
authority to pay for children to be put in fee-paying schools where no 
commitment existed before the Suez crisis. 


Local education authorities are responsible for the education of children 
evicted from Egypt and now in this country and we should like to place on 
record our appreciation of their most wholeheartéd and sympathetic co-opera- 
tion. With the active and resourceful co-operation of the local education 
authorities concerned, about 400 children in seven hostels have been 
admitted to national schools. They are in close daily contact with English 
children and the efforts of teaching staff have resulted in a satisfactory and 
increasing measure of integration, especially in the primary school stage. 
Twenty-four children have been accepted in secondary grammar schools. 
At two hostels the lack of suitable local school accommodation has necessi- 
tated the setting up of emergency schools in the hostels. These have not 
been wholly successful, as the absence of contact with native English children 
has precluded language progress. It is highly desirable in the interests of 
these children that these schools be closed, and this matter engages the 
close attention of all concerned. 


16. In a number of cases we have helped evacuees to take courses in 
vocational training or in the English language to improve their chances of 
finding worth-while work in this country. So far we have made seventy grants 
to enable people to take part-time or evening classes in such things as English, 
typewriting, book-keeping, accountancy, or other forms of vocational 
training. 

Pensioners 

17. We have authority to make advances where necessary to former 
pensioners of the Egyptian Government, whose pensions had been stopped, 
and we were recently given further authority to make similar arrangements for 
private pensioners whose pensions have been stopped as a result of recent 
events in Egypt. We are dealing with over 400 pensioners in this 
way and we have received many appreciative letters from these deserving 
persons who have been enabled to enjoy their pensions once more. 


Emigration 

18. We are able to help those who wish to emigrate by paying the cost of 
passages and making additional grants to cover voyage expenses. So far over 
550 persons have been helped to emigrate since the Board was established 
and over 1,000 more hope to go to Australia to join friends or relatives there, 
or to other countries. A large number of evacuees wished to go to Australia, 
and we have had the most helpful and sympathetic understanding from the 
Australian authorities who most generously agreed to consider the admission 
subject to the usual immigration formalities, of all those evacuees who wished 
to go to that country, even though the numbers greatly exceed those normally 
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admitted to Australia from Egypt. Transport difficulties still present a 
problem, but we hope to help all who wish to go to emigrate as soon as 
possible. 
Future Work 

19. We are by no means complacent at the progress which we have made 
so far. No one concerned is under any illusion that the task of resettling 
our fellow subjects, many of whom find themselves in a strange country 
whose customs are bewildering to them, is going to be easy or short. We are 
anxious to help them all as quickly as possible and we are determined that 
they should be helped in every constructive way, not only by means of grants 
and help to find work, but also with the most sympathetic consideration of all 
their problems so that the most effective resettlement is secured. We shall 
do all we can but there is a dual responsibility ; for the evacuees themselves, 
where they are able-bodied and adaptable, must do everything in their power 
to integrate themselves into our society and to strive towards independence. 


20. We are now getting into the stride of the more important phase of 
our work—resettlement—as the problem of meeting day-to-day needs is 
settled. We cannot, however, work entirely at our own pace and a variety 
of human considerations affect the speed of resettlement and what may be 
done quickly for one family may require patient preparation for another. At 
the same time, it is essential that evacuees make their own strong individual 
efforts towards their resettlement and fight apathy and indifference, for 
without their fullest co-operation we cannot achieve our objective ; which is 
to give them the utmost help at the time when it is most useful to them, for 
the Board will not be here forever. 

COLYTON, 


Chairman 


25th July, 1957 


APPENDIX 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN RESETTLEMENT BOARD 
Analysis of Expenditure in the three months ended 30th June, 1957 


£ 
(1) Administrative expenses of the Board’s Headquarters... 


(2) Administrative expenses of hostels for evacuees, 
including catering costs we wat rie ny, 62,700 

less contributions by residents in employment 
towards this maintenance... Be ea at 5,400 


57,300 
(3) Advances to former Pensioners .., 40 oa ee 29,800 


(4) Payments to or in respect of evacuees : — 


(a) Reception costs including LEADED OE! of peatase 
from Egypt “ei i 4,100 


(b) Maintenance Alara to evacuees not living 
in hostels oa ch 115,900 


(c) Pocket money etc. to evacuees living in ferostels 13,500 


(d) Passage costs and other eran to evacuees 
resettling abroad BS se 49,000 


(e) Grants to facilitate the securing of pieistede or 
unfurnished accommodation ¥ re 13,200 


(f) Grants towards the purchase of llth hee 21,500 


(g) Personal allowances designed to meet individual 
requirements bes ue “a6 ae +55 170,900 


(h) Grants and Loans to evacuees setting up in 
business on their own account ire 


(i) Miscellaneous grants to assist resettlement 


(j) Loans to meet prior educational commitments .., 
407,900 

(5) Advances to meet expenditure incurred, mainly at 
hostels oe ah ae ane ar te er 57,100 


£563,300 


(7158) Wt. P.9943—471 2,500 7/57 A.O.St, 


Ns) | /JOUSE of AOR, 


Aber deve 3}he(a) 


Parliamentary Question ; 


ite jesty’: hether the 
i Hillsborough —To ask Her Majesty’s Government w! 
ie Se eee at tte ak the ieneicee a etian Resettlement Board is now available. 


No Day Naruil 


NOT FOR ORAL ANSWER 


Bist 
July.] 


ANSWERED - 1 Aut 190/ 
REPLY ATTACHED. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN 
RESETTLEMENT BOARD 


Viscount ALEXANDER oF HILLS- 
| BOROUGH asked Her ‘Majesty’s 
Government whether a report on the 
| work of the Anglo-Egyptian Resettle- 
ment Board is yet available, 


Tue MINISTER of EDUCATION 
(Viscount HatLsHaM): The Board have 
| published a brief report on their work, 
and I have placed copies in the Printed 
Paper Office 


